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AN 


INTRODUCTORY 
DISCOURSE. 

85 T has all along been aKindof Com- 
Dy Writers upon grave Subjects, to 


| by loudly declaiming againſt the 
Vices of the Times they reſpectively lived in. 
The Impieties of the Age, and the Depravity 
of human Nature, has been the- bitter Outcry 
ever ſince human Nature loſt her Innocence, 
And tho? little Doubt can be made, but that 
theſe venerable Advocates of Religion had, 
what appeared to themſelves, Foundation ſuf- 
ficient for lamenting the Fooleries and Vices of 
their own Times; yet the very ſame Thing 
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ſo often repeated, and as it were mechanically 
echoed down from one Writer to another, has 
unhappily given a Handle to the ludicrous 
Enemies of Religion, to ſneer at every At- 
tempt to reform the Manners of the World, if 
ſuch an Attempt, though in itſelf ever fo well 
meant, be uſhered in by any the leaſt ſeem- 
ing Invectives againſt the preſent Times. For, 
ſay theſe Scoffers at Religion, _.<© What, the 
old Story again? Can't theſe mighty Re- 
© formers endeavour to amend the Times 
e without'Satrre and Ill-Nature, and making 


the preſent Age worſe than all that are paſt?” 


And I muſt needs confeſs, that the Method of 


thoſe Writers, who preface their pious Works 


with bitter Outcries againſt their own Times, 
as if thoſe Times were more iniquitous than 
former Ages, may, by the Enemies of Re- 
ligion, be conftrued to proceed from the Cen- 
ſoriouſneſs of the Writer, rather than from a 
ſincere Deſire to reform the Degeneracy com- 
plained of. Invectives generally exaſperate 
more than they reclaim: And though Satire 
well pointed, and untinctured with Gall, may 
ſhame the young Offender, and cure the Foi- 
bles and leſſer Vices of Mankind, ſtill nothing 
can alarm the old Veteran in Iniquity, but the 
« *Man that fits upon the pale Horſe.” The 


juſteſt Satire that ever dropt from Pen, can't 


' raiſe one modeſt Bluſh in the Cheeks of the 


confirmed Sinner. This would be a Token of 
* Vide Apecal. Fchan, Chap. IV. Ver. 8. 


[5] 


that inward Conviction and Self-Condemna- 


tion, not to be ſoon expected from thoſe Men 
who deem it Wit to make a Mock at Sin, and 
to join the impious Laugh at the Man who 


this refined Age. Tis this growing Polite- 
neſs, and = evailing Taſte of laughing at Re- 
ligion, and ſneering at every laudible Endea- 
vour to promote the ſinking Intereſt of Virtue, 
that almoſt ſtrikes the Advocates of Virtue 
dumb. For till the World is better diſpoſed 
to be grave and ſerious, what is to be done? 
To paint Mens Vices in their true Colours, is 
deemed Rudeneſs and Calumny; and to draw 
out Virtue in her pure native attracting Charms, 
is nicknamed by the little dapper Witlings of 
the Age (hopeful, numerous Tribe!) Bigotry, 
Cant, Deſign, Weakneſs, Folly, and a thou- 
ſand other reproachful Titles. But theſe Titles 
being quite oppoſite in their Nature, they 
muſt of Conſequence be incompatible one with 
another. For if it be Weakneſs and Folly to 
ſtand up in the Cauſe of Virtue, how can it be 
Cunning and Deſign at the ſame Time? As 
therefore one of theſe ignominious Titles muſt 
be falſe, I imagine it is a fair Preſumption 
with all unprejudiced Men, that the other may 
beſo to. But if neither the natural Deformity 
of Vice, nor the ever blooming Beauties of 
Virtue, can prevail with unthinking Man to 
-reje& the one, and embrace the other; if nei- 
ther that RF e annexed to a vicious 

+; diſſolute 


ends to cenſure and condemn the Vices of 
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[6] | 
diffolute Life in this World, nor the tem- 


poral Rewards generally attending the Practice 


of Virtue; if all theſe Arguments together 
won't bear the public Advocate for Religion 
out, what other Arguments can be deviſed to 
revail with the World to reflect and be wiſe? 
one, that I know of, but thoſe future eternal 
Sanctions which the Light of Reaſon ſuggeſts, 
and which Revelation ſpeaks out more aloud. 
For as to any temporal Sanctions, whether 
ſuch as are in the Power of the State, or ſuch 
as are, in the Nature of Things, generally at- 


tendant upon the Practice of Virtue and Vice; 


theſe have never been ſufficient, in any Age or 
Country, to ſecure a due Reverence and Vene- 


ration to the Laws of Morality and right Rea- 


ſon. Neither indeed is it, as a * Writer of the 
frſt Claſs with great Propriety obſerves; in the 
Power of any State ſo to diſtribute Rewards 
and Puniſhments, as to bear a due ps 
to the Merits and Demerits of che rej 

Objects of theſe human Sanctions. For as Ir 
would be utterly impracticable for the moſt 
opulent State that ever exiſted, to raiſe a Fund 
ſufficient to reward every individual Object ac- 
cording to its peculiar private Merit, 10. there 
are ten thouſand Vices of which human Laws 
cannot take Cognizance. How many noto- 


rious Crimes are there, which in their Conſe- 
quence. are greatly deſtructive to the State; 


and me as t 85 my be conmmitted with Pri- 


22 0 A lin in Vvackn, 
Mr Ha. zur ton, in bis Divine Legation. 
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with Impunity? Beſides, 
the 7 BY Vils are very often moſt ſubtle 
and refined in the Art of exculpatingthemſelves, 
and thereby elude the moſt quick-ghte — 
inquiſitive Juſtice. And withal, let it be con- 
ſidered, that there are ſome Vices which the 
State has both Power and Inclination to puniſh, 
but yet is under a Kind of Neceſſity to connive 
at, in order to take away every Pretext for the 
Commiſſion of more enormous Crimes. Nor 
are theſe Difficulties, great as they be, the 
worſt that the State labours under in the Exe- 
cution of its Laws, and in the Diſtribution of 
Rewards and Puniſhments, There is a-cer- 
tain invincible Perverſeneſs in human Nature, 
which is Proof againſt the wiſeſt Laws that 
human Authority can enact, and perhaps for 
no other Reaſon _ becauſe they are enacted. 
Quis nobis Dominus? has been the proud re- 
bellious Outcry againſt the State, ever ſince 
there. was a ns State in Being. And there are, 
in every Age and Climate, ſome Men of ſuch 
unhappy refractory, Tempers, that they will 
be tied down by no one Act or the State, tho 
the Thing be in itſelf Good, and carries its 
own great Sanction along with it: Nay, and 
in all Probability y, had it not been enjoined by 
lawful Authority, theſe perveſe People would 
then have readily enough complied with it. 
Theſe Mens Pique is not ſo much againſt the 
wiſe Laws themſelves, as at their bei 8 1 
(ned: by human Authority. For ſuch 
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1 
Pride and Ignorance (fatal inſeparable Twins!) 
of theſe Men, that they won't ſee the double 
Miſtake they are guilty of: Firſt, for wantonly 
flying in the Face of the Government! that 
pte them, an Act in itſelf highly culpable; 
and then for tranſgreſſing in ſuch Things, as, 
on Account of their public Utility, ought to 
be religiouſly complied with, whether they had 
been injoined by the State or not. But then 
their being injoined by the State does not abate, 
but greatly mee Mens Obligation to a ſtrict 
Obſervance. Things in themſelves beneficial 
to Mankind, can never ceaſe to be fo by hav- 
ing the Sanction of the Civil Powers. Nay, 
and all ſuch Actions, Cuſtoms, and Things, 
as are in their own Nature quite indifferent, 
ceaſe to be fo in their Uſe, when once they 
are prohibited or injoined by legal Authority. 
But here be pleaſed to notice, that though the 
State has an indiſputable Right to give its Sanc- 
tion, either for the total Prohibition or En- 
couragement of ſuch indifferent Actions, Cuſ- 
toms, and Things, as the Exigency of the 
Times may require, and the Wiſdom of the 
eat Legiſlature. of the Kingdom ſuggeſt; yet 
not + all the Powers of State can, by any _ 
Act, Toleration, or Connivance what 
alter the Eſſence of Things or Actions, (was as 10 
make Virtue Vice, and Vice Virtue. This 
was indeed the Opinion of the unhappy Mr 
Hub bes, who ſeemed to think that there could 


be! i other Rule of Judging what was L or 
Wrong, 


* 


1 
Wrong, but from what was 8 icly enacted 
and declared to be ſo by the Civil State. He 
affirms, “ That to be Right only which is 
£ not contra to the Law, and that Wrong 
* Which is But if this were the only 
Rule of Right or Wrong, then it would fol- 
low, that whatever any Power Legiſlative, 
(whether inveſted in many, in few, or in one 
ſingle Perſon) ſhould enact, would be ſtrictly 
binding, though the Things enacted were ever 
ſo vile in themſelves, or injurious to the Public. 


This pernicious Opinion might in all Likelihood 


be ſwallowed down by thoſe poor miſerable 
Wretches who were born in Slavery, and are 
governed by a Prince, whoſe * deſpotic Plea- 
ſure alone paſſes for a Law, and who ſtamps 

Things and Actions right or wrong pro 5 
Arbitrio; yet may kind Heaven ever forbid 
that ſuch a Satanical Maxim ſhould ever fix its 
Standard on this Side the Water, or find one 
ſingle Vaſſal to bow down to it amongſt free- 
born Britons. But this fatal Maxim, which 
aſſerts that there is no other Difference in 
Things than what they receive from the 
Will and Sanction of the Prince or State, is 
ſuch' bare-faced groſs Adulation to the ruling 
Powers, ſo certainly deſtruQtive to the very 
Being of the'State, and every Way crouded 
with ſo many impious Abſurdities, that the 


bare Mention of this aaron 185 a | ſufficient 
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[wo] 
Having therefore, as I humbly nee 
Gr Deference always paid to 
more able Judges, as — — as to ous Deter- 
minations of the great Legiſlature of this 
Realm) ſhewn in general what the State 
can, and what it cannot do, in the Advance- 
ment of Virtue and the Diſcountenaneing 
of Vice, how far only the State can reward 
the one, and how far = it can puniſh the 
other; does it not from hence abundantly ap- 
pews that the civil State is under an abſolute 
eceſſity of calling in the Aſſiſtance of ſome 
other Arguments, whereby to encourage the 
Practice of Moral Duties, and to reſtrain Men 
from Vice, than any that ſhe is poſſeſſed of as 
public Adminiſtratrix of temporal Rewards and 
Puniſhments? For though we allow that the 
Legiſlature has, beſides its own coercive Au- 
thority to puniſh and reward, two very power- 
ful Allies in the Advancement of Virtue and 
the Diſcouragement of Vice, viz. the differ - 
ent Sanctions which generally attend the Prac+ 
tice of the one and of the other, as well as the 
frequent Interpoſition of Providence, viſibly 
diſplayed in this World in its Approbation of 
Virtue and Abhorrence of Vice; yet all theſe 
moſt powerful Aids have never, to this very 
Day, been able to ſecure the Laws of Morality 
from Inſult and Contempt. There have, in 
all Ages of the World, been Men of ſuch in- 
vincible Profaneneſs, as not to, be. reclaimed 
from the greateſt Enormities by any Sort of 
temporal Expedients. For with regard to.thoſe 
Sanctions 


(27 ] 
Sanctions of Rewards and Puniſhments which 
are in the Power of the State to adminiſter, we 
need go no farther than this preſent Age for a 
convincing Proof of their Weakneſs and In- 
ſufficiency. © This Truth is daily more and 
more confirmed by the acknowledged Increaſe 
of Robberies and Murders; Murders of ſuch a 
ſhocking Nature and complicated Guilt, as till 
very lately were unheard of in this Part of 
Chriſtendom. For ſuch is that ſupercilious 
Diſdain and avowed Contempt in which ſome 

erverſe People hold the beſt of Laws which 
human Wiſdom. can enact, that I won't be 
poſitive, whether, ere long, it would not be 
the readieſt Way for the great Legiſlature of 
this Kingdom, whenever it had a Mind to 
carry any good Laws into Execution, ſtrictly 
to inhibit the very Thing it would have to be 
done; and, on the contrary, whatever the State 
ſhould ſee wiſe Reaſons to prohibit, there to 
injoin the Thing meant to be prohibited. For 
ſuch is the incredible Perverſeneſs of many in 
this Nation, that though they would never 
dream of committing ſeveral Actions, had they 
not been — by legal Authority, yet 
that alone is to theſe Men a ſufficient Plea; 
and what Thing ſoever has the odious Sanc- 
tion of the great Senate of this Kingdom, be- 
comes an Object of Hatred and Contempt, 
and for no other viſible Reaſon, but becauſe it 
is a Parliamentary Act. We have an Inſtance 
of this Nature, as recent as ridiculous, in the 
Niggi | obſtinate 
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obſtinate Attachment of ſome of our wiſe 
Countrymen to the Old, or Julian Stile, a 
Method of computing Time as falſe and erro- 
neous as the Judgment of thoſe illiterate People 
who are for having it ſtill continued. But if 
this great Veneration for the Julian Method 
of Computation of Time was confined to the 
common People only, we need not wonder at 
the Matter; becauſe they are neither capable 
of judging for themſelves in an Affair of this 
Nature, nor is it poſſible for any Thing leſs 
than a Miracle to turn them out of the old 
beaten Track, which they and their Fathers 
. them have been accuſtomed to walk 

But we are told, there are ſome Men ut- 
wo averſe to the Gregorian, or New Stile, 
who ought to-know better, and to diſdain the 
Thoughts of abetting the Cauſe of Ignorance 
and Superſtition, by ſpiriting up a ſenſeleſs Mob 
into a Non- Compliance with every new Act 


or Cuſtom which has the Sanction of Parlia- 


ment: And I apprehend it is owing to this 
implicit Veneration for old Laws and Cuſtoms, 
that every Alteration of | theſe ancient Uſages, 
though ever ſo much for the better, is looked 
upon as a dangerous Innovation. In ſome Caſes 
it undoubtedly is ſo; but then to lay this down 
for a general Rule, would hot only be paying 
a more ſervile Adoration to Antiquity than any 
thinking Man can reaſonably comply with, 
but it would be an eternal Bar againiſt every 
. , to — in Matters of Re- 

b ligion 


[3] 2 
ligion only, but in all ſecular Affairs, though 
undertook with ever ſo much prudent Delibera- 


tion; or conducted with ever ſo much Cool - 
neſs and Moderation. For according to this 
Rule of making Antiquity the Standard of 
Prudence, and ſuppofing that: our Progenitors 
werte in all Reſpects wiſer than ourſelves, it 
would follow, that they were obliged to abide 
by whatever had been the Uſage of their An- 
ceſtors, and theſe by the Cuſtom of their Fore- 
fathers, and ſo on to the remoteſt Ages: So 
that whatever Cuſtom had once obtained 
amongſt Men in any former Period of Time, 
it was to be perpetually binding upon all future 
Generations. But this is ſuch an illogical Me- 
thod of arguing, and proves ſo infihitely too 
much, that it would be worſe than trifling to 


dwell any longer upon it. Nor ſhould I have 


thought it worth my while to have took any 
Notice of a Method of Reaſoning in its own 


Nature abſurd; only from thence toſhew how 


many Difficulties always attend every new Act, 
Cuſtom, or Law, be the Thing enacted ever 
ſo unexceptionable. Every Attempt to a Re- 
formation, whether in Civil or Religious Mat- 
ters, has a thouſand Obſtacles to get over, 


and many Adverſaries to encounter, of various 


and quite oppoſite Complections. Some will 


oppoſe every Step to reform Men or Things, 


and for no other Reaſon, but becauſe they 
themſelves were not the Projectors ;. others op- 


poſe merely for the Sake of ſg doipg; ſome 
rb Men 
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Men have Hniſter Ends to anſwer in traverſing 
every Thing that comes from the higher Po- 
ers, and have alway s Addreſs to make 
the undiſc Herd adore them as Patriots, 
and the only difſntereſted Friends of their Prince 
and Country, at the ſame Time that they art 
endenrouring to diſtreſs the one, and enflave 
the other, And as there may be, I prefume, 
ſome few at leaſt in this Nation; who-are upon 
Principle Enemies to all Kinds of Government 
and: good Order; others who are, and ever 
will be, Enemies to the Powers that are in 
Being, and for no other Reaſon but becauſe 
they are in Being, and, as ſuch, Objects 
of Hatred and Envy; ſo when all theſe Things 
are conſidered together, it is evident that every 
Government has more than enough upon its 
Hands, and that it is a mighty eaſy Matter for 
any Party of Men, if they have hook off all 
Ties of Religion, to endbarraſs and diſtreſs the 
wiſeſt Meaſures which any Government ever 
did or could purſue. Nothing more is neceſ- 
fary to raiſe the moſt formidable O 

both in Church and State, than to ſow a few 


Seeds of Jealouſy between them both. And 


if any evil-minded Men do but once cry out 
the Church is in Danger from the State, or the 
State is going to fall a Victim to the Avarice 
and Ambition of Church-men, immediately 
the Bigots of each Party take the Alarm; 
tec by this: Means the Church and State have 
en frequently ſpirited up by their common 
„ N 
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Adverſary to commence Hoſtilities againſt each 
other, and almoſt to the utter Ruin and Sub- 
verſion of both. This is a ſad Truth, too re- 
cent in our on Annals to be denied; upon 
which Account we might very reaſonably hope, 
that Byitens- would not for the Wen be ſo 
eafily duped by thoſe ſubtle Adverſaries of this 
Nation, who are well convinced there is rio 
other human Method of oonquering this fruit 
ful envied Land, than by drviditig the Affec- 
tions, debanching the Manners, 15 enervat« 
ing the Bodies of its Inhabitants with 
odious Species of Intemperance and E 
The Government has indeed of late * a 
noble Spirit for the Puniſhment and Suppreſ- 
fon of every notorious Kind of Exttavagance 
and Vice, by ſuppreſſing, as fat as the written 
Laws havea Power, moſt (and 1 - piey Brjnry 
we could ſay all) of thoſe ſcandalous Places, 
which are the Nurſeries of Lewinefs, and Re- 
ceptacles of Villains and 8 But then 
the moſt ſalutary Laws which the grand Coun- 
cil of this Nation can deviſe, are only ſo many 
dead literary Mandates, till thoſe great Perſon- 
ages of this Realm, who are ſuppoſed to be 
beſt acquainted with the true Import of theſe 
Laws, will be pleaſed to explain them to the 
reſt of the Nation, and to inform their Coun- 
trymen how far the penal Laws extend, who 
are, and ho are not privileged to tranſgreſs 
them with Impunity. Fo or there is a very odd 
„ ee Opinion begins to prevail amongſt 
. ſome 
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ſome People, that in all Laws enacted for the 
Suppreſſion of Profaneneſs and Immorality,, 
and for the — of Virtue and true Ra- 

ion, a ſaying Clauſe is always tacitly ſuppoſed, 
1815 annexed, in favour of all dbl ned 
the Nobility and Quality of the Kingdom, as 
ſhall think A to make uſe of it. For — 
there once were Laws made, and J never yet 
heard of their being re pealed, ſtrictly injoining 
one Day i in ſeven to = ſolemnly. obſerved by 
all Ranks of. Men as a national "Sabbath, and 
forbidding all Kinds of Gaming and Parties of 
Riot and Intemperance, as well as ſervile La- 
bour, upon this ſacred Day; yet we are nowy 
told, that the Obſervation of the Sabbath is 
only binding upon weak ſuperſtitious Minds, 
and the lower Claſs of Peo — The Quality 
it ſeems, and all the Men of Genius and 7. » 
are wholly exempt from the Obſervation of the 
Chriſtian Sabbath; and know better than to 
blot out one Day in ſeven from the Kalendar of 
Life, and thereby facrifice the ſublime Plea- 
ſures of the GRAN p Science to the low trifling 
Affairs of religious Worſhip, fit only for weak 
vulgar Minds, and ſuch dull Mortals as are 
wholly unacquainted with genteel Life. Well, 
all this may be true for ought 8 1 ſhall preſume 
at preſent — gain-ſay: For it would be ex- 
tremely abſurd, as being quite out of Charac- 
ter, for our modern Men of Taſte and Genius 
to be tied down to the Obſervance of the Chriſ- 


| Fen MOR, till they can be taxed with being 


guilty 
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guilty of Chriſtianity, a Thing which they are 
conſcious their dee KY Enemies cannot 
lay to their Charge. No: Chriſtianity is all 
Fooliſhneſs to the profound ſuperior Reaſon 
of theſe wondrous Men; it is what in Words 
they avowedly deny, and what in Works they 
are too conſiſtent with themſelves to acknow- 
ledge. It being then very notorious how 
many, and how formidable Oppoſers there are 
of any Laws, which the State can exact for 
the Promotion of Virtue, and Diſcourage- 
ment of Vice, need it excite our Wonder if 
this pernicious Humour of evading or con- 
temning the Law, and every Thing that is ſa- 
cred, which obtains ſo much amongſt the 
Great *, gradually deſcends throughout all 
Ranks of Men; and ſeems, if not ſpeedily 
checked, to forebode no Good to this infa- 
tuated Nation. Nor is this a mere imaginary 
and gloomy Notion, it is what all ſerious Men 
fear, and which the auguſt Senate of Eng- 
land is not a little apprehenſive of, as is evi- 
dent from the pathetic Speeches of ſeveral 
worthy Members in both Houſes, moſt paſ- 
ſionately deploring the growing Enormities of 
. 1B this 
Let not this be conſtrued as a general Charge a- 
gainſt the Britt Quality: God forbid ! Such an Impu- 
tation would be as falſe as it would, in the higheſt De- 
gree, be rude and impudent. And I can, from my 
own Knowledge, affirm, that there are ſeveral noble Fa- 
milies in this yn where Virtue and unaffected 


Piety are admitted into great Familiarity, and refle& no 
mean Luſirs upon all the Neighbourhood around them. 
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[8] 
this Land. Nay, the ſame melancholy Truth 
has, more than once, been acknowledged from 
the Throne; and his Majeſty, like a true Fa- 
ther of his People, has repeatedly recommend- 
ed it to the Wiſdom of his Parliament, to en- 
deavour by all poſſible Means to ftem that 
rapid Torrent of Luxury and outrageous Pro- 
fuſeneſs that ſeems breaking in upon all Ranks 
of Men throughout the Kingdom. And it 
muſt be acknowledged, that the great Legi- 
ſlators of the Realm have ſo far honourably 
diſcharged themſelves of the high Truſt re- 
poſed in them, as to have punctually compli- 
ed with his Majeſty's prefling Injunctions to- 


wards a National Reformation, by lately en- 


acting the moſt falutary Laws for the Sup- 
preſſion of Profaneneſs and Immotality. But 
then I apprehend, with unfeigned Submiffion 
to the Great Council of this. Nation, that 
though ſo much has been lately done for the 
Suppreſſion of National Profaneneſs, ſome- 
thing very material ſtill remains undone; and 
notwithſtanding we bave ſo many excellent 
Laws, yet either ſome additional ones are want- 
ing, or elſe a more ſtrict and more impartial Ex- 
ecution of thoſe already in Being. And might 
I freely declare my own private Sentiments, 
I think, that in all penal Laws, and. in every 
public Act of the Legiſlature for the Suppreſ- 
ſion of National Impieties, there ſhould not 
be one ſingle Exception in it in Favour of the 
greateſt Perſonage in the Kingdom: But that 

| I 7:58 
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it ſhould be ſtrictly enjoined, and as ſtrictly 
put in Execution, to make all that were alike 
guilty, all alike Objects of public Juſtice. This 
be a truly noble Spirit, well becoming 
the Honour of the Britiſh Senate. For if a 
Thing be in itſelf criminal, it ought, in this 
Caſe, to be faid of the Legiſlature of the 
Realm, what Ben-Siracbh affirms of the Au- 
thor of all Perfection, 
He hath commanded no one to do wickedly, nei- 
ther hath be given any Man Licence to Sin. 
And it muſt needs be confeſſed, that were the 
ruling Powers of this, or any other Kingdom, 
not to imitate this glorious — of the Di- 
vine Being, but inſtead thereof to exempt the 
Great, and ſuffer them to tranſgreſs with Im- 
nity Laws, which themſelves have in all 
ikelihood had a ſhare in Eſtabliſhing, what 
would the reſt of the Nation think and mutter 
upon this Occaſion ? I am gfraid the good 
People without Doors would look upon it as 
a kind of unequal Proceedure, and be too for- 
ward to draw from thence very unmannerly 
Conclaſions, 'as if the ruling Powers, by en- 
— penal Laws againſt Profaneneſs and Im- 
had not the Cauſe of Virtue, and a 
— Reformation of Manners ſo much at 
Heart, as to ſhew their own Authority over 
the people of the Land. And as this is a 
Concluſion which ignorant and impious Men 
will be apt enough to make, being always 
10 of taking ſhelter under the Example * 
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the Great, ſo perſuaded I am, that the Ene- 
mies of this Nation will greedily catch at 
every Handle againſt the Powers that are in 
Being, and will, magnify the minuteſt Over- 
ſight into à capital Blunder. As therefore 
every Civil State has ſo many Difficulties to 
encounter, and as there are always a thouſand 
envious prying Eyes upon the Powers that be, 
I preſume that whatever Arguments the State 
can be furniſhed with, in order to procure a 
more ſolemn Obſervance of its Mandates for 
the Advancement of true Religion, and the 
Suppreſſion of national Impieties, will be no 
very unacceptable Preſent to the Public. It 
has been already obſerved that the State, as 
ſuch, has not Power ſufficient to ' puniſh all 
kinds of Vice; yet I humbly apprehend: the 
State is inveſted with a much greater Authority 
to puniſh all kinds of daring Profaneneſs, than 
it ordinarily exerciſes. Whether this Conni- 
vance at notorious Violators of the Laws of 
Morality. be not, in its Conſequences; rather 
an Act of Cruelty than Compaſſion, belongs 
not to me to determine. But if the good, Or- 
der and Happineſs of the greater Numbers be 
the principal Object of the State, then Seve- 
rity towards the Few, is abſolutely neceſſary in 
terrorem of the Many. And upon this Ac- 
count, Connivance in the State at any of the 
greater Crimes, is very weak Politics, or at 
beſt a good-natured Injury to the Common- 
wealth in general. And having 9 
S 
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the greater Crimes, amongſt theſe I may (with 
Submiſſion to our modern Men of Taſte and 
Genius) rank that deſtructive Trade * of 
Gaming, that daring Profanation of the Na- 
tional Sabbath, with that avowed and bare- 
faced Contempt of the ſacred Bed, which is 
now looked upon as a Gentleman's Privilege, 
and an eſſential Qualification in the Man of 
high Taſte. But that theſe are Crimes of the 
deepeſt Dye, and, in their Conſequence, ut- 
terly deſtructive to the very Exiſtence of the 
Civil State, is a fad Truth, confirmed by the 
moſt authentic Hiſtory of former Ages. As 
to the modern Trade of Gaming, it would be 
well for the Nation if it was confined to the 
Great only: But the fatal Itch is ſpread a- 
mongſt all Ranks of Men; and I am much 
afraid that, ere long, there will ſcarce be one 
ſingle Elbow in the Kingdom, that won't be 
ſeiged with the paralytic E vil, unleſs ſome 


more effectual Remedy be ſpeedily applied. 


And perſuaded J am, that if the Quality of 
this. Nation did but ſeriouſly reflect, what 
Miſery and Diſtreſs muſt enſue from that falſe 
Taſte which makes Gaming the ſole Buſineſs 
of the Day, and converts every thing into 
1 3 SGaming 

* Trade J have put it, becauſe it is Gaming; being at 
preſent carried to this Exceſs, that renders it ſo highly 
culpable, it being upon that account ſo very pernicious 
to every laudable and manly Purſuit. It is not the Uſe, 
but the Abuſe of Cards or Dice, that I deem unlawful, 
and making thoſe Things the whole Employment of 
Time, which were deſigned for ſo many neceſſary Un- 


bendings and occaſional Amufements through the dull 
Journey of Life. 
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Gaming, under ſome Shape or other, they 
would bluſh at their own Indiſcretion, and 
cordially pity the inferior Claſs of the People, 
whom their pernicious Example has taught to 
ſhame the Day, and murder the Night by 
ratling the inchanted Cubes. And if my Lord 
— — would but look up to that brave Gene- 
ral on his right Hand, and great Stateſman on 
the Left, from whom his Lordſhip derives his 
noble Blood ; if he did but think, with what 
fixed Indignation, his venerable Anceſtors look 
down upon their hopeful Deſcendant, every 
Night putting the * fair Patrimony they left 
him, into the Power of blind Chance, his 
Lordſhip would forthwith quit the midnight 
Dice, and be aſhamed to make his Palace the 
Nocturnal Rendezvous of Sharpers and Villains 
for the Future. For let his Lordſhip look 
upon his Anceſtors placed around him in 
every Apartment, and all frowning in Canvaſs, 
to ſee their thoughtleſs Survivor thus ſhame- 
fully debaſing the Dignity of his Birth, and 
his Lordſhip would no longer boaſt the Pride 
of Anceſtry, but at once acknowledge the 
Juſtneſs of this moſt elegant Piece of Satire. 
mmm Effigies quo Tot Tg 
Bellatorum ſi luditur tea pernox, 

Ante Numantinos ? $i dormire incepis ortu, 
Tuciferi, quo ſigno Duces & caſira mavebant? 

Iuouvrx. Sat. VIII. ver. 9. 
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I have took the liberty to mention this 
great national Evil of exceſſive Gaming, as 
it is at preſent become the Watch-word of the 
Day; not only in the Great Metropolis of this 
Kingdom, but in every Corner of the Land 
where there ate People weak enough to ape 
their Superiors. And to ſuch an incredible 
Pitch of Gaming, mad Proſuſeneſs, and aſto- 
niſhing Luxury, is the Nation at this very 
Hour arrived, that there is ſcarce a Journey - 
man Mechanic, but what (along with his 


hopeful Maſter) in his Turn ſets up for the 


Gentleman, and mimicks the Man of Fortune 
in his Foibles, and out-does him in his Vices. 
Where theſe Things will end, is too apparent 
from the daily Miſeries and Deſtructions which 
this one fingle Vice of exceſſive Gaming in- 
troduces into ſome of the belt Families in the 
Kingdom. 110 
What Deſolation, what Ruin, what Robbe- 
ries, what Duels and Murders, what Trage- 
dies in private Families, and other moſt ſhock- 
ing Enormities, generally ending in Madneſs 
and Self- murder, daily (tun our Ears; and all 
theſe fearful Crimes — from one ſingle 
Source, viꝝg. the late bad Run, or one un- 
lucky Miſtake in the Grand Science? As all 
thoſe dreadful Diſaſters therefore flow princi- 
_ pally from one and the ' ſame Cauſe, it may 
very likely ſeem ſtrange that the Government 
does not interpoſe its Authority to put a more 
effectual ſtop to a Vice that ſeems to threaten 
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[24] 
no leſs than utter Ruin to the Nation in gene- 
ral. But however, let us not be too forward 
to condemn the Legiſlature for not doing a 
Thing that is ſo much out of its Power. If 
we muſt be liberal of our Cenſures, let them 
fall upon the right Objects. The Great Coun- 
cil of the Nation has deviſed every Expedient 
in its Power for the Suppreſſion of unlawful 
Gaming: We have Laws lately enacted, ſtrictly 
forbidding, under very ſevere Penalties, all ex- 
ceſſive Gaming upon every Day, and the leaſt 
Uſe of any kind of Games upon one Day in 
in Seven; and if after all theſe Laws ſolemnly 

fled under the Sanction of the three Great 

ſtates. of the Kingdom, the Quality think 
themſelves privileged to act as they pleaſe, 
what, or who are we to blame, the Men 1 in 
Power, or thoſe that are above it? The 
ſlature has enacted Penal Laws in Ks. 
to ſtop the fatal Progreſs of all iniquitous 
Gaming; and if theſe Laws are not more 
ſtrictly executed, it does not appear to be 
ſo much for want of Inclination in the State, 
as want of Power. And the ſame Remark 
will, I believe, hold good with regard to that 
other N ational Crime; namely, the boaſted 
Profanation of the Chriſtian Sabbath. This 
weekly Feſtival is as ſtrictly enjoined as any one 
Thing which ever paſſed under the public 
Sanction of the Laws of this Realm; and 
the very Exiſtence of the State is ſo. inſe- 
Paraply annexed to the ſolemn Obſervance of 


this 


[ 25 ] 

this ſacred Day, that ſhould it once become 
totally abrogated, there would be an utter End 
of all national as well as private Felicity. There 
would then be no ſuch Thing as Security, ei- 
ther in Mens Properties or their Lives, and 
we ſhould in a little Time become more Sa- 
vage than our Predeceſſors in this Tfland, the 
ignorant Picts, and by far more miſerable, for- 
aſmuch as by our Luxuries we are become 
more tender, feeble and effeminate than our 
hardy Anceſtors. But yet, notwithſtanding it 
is in Point of Policy (all religious Motives a- 

part) ſo much for the temporal Intereſt of the 
Quality of this Nation to encourage a ſolemn 
Obſervance: of the National Sabbath, and 
though the Legiſlature has repeatedly re:om- 
mended, and, in Concurrence with the Church, 
moſt ſtrictly enjoined all Ranks of Men to 
keep Hol fs Chriſtian Sabbath'; yet how re- 
andleſ the Britiſh Quality are 2; their own 
temporal Intereſt, 5 how little Veneration 
many of them pay to the National Sabbath, a 
ſacred Feſtival enjoined by the Government 


that protects them, 1 fs not declare, and I 


tremble to think of, Nor has the State, hi- 
therto at leaſt, been more ſucceſsful in putting 
a ſtop to the third greater Crime, the avowed 


Violation of the ſacred Bed. Por that this 


atrocious Crime muſt be pretty common in 
this Nation, is evident from the impudent 


Boaſtings of thoſe who are guilty of it, and 


ble: Scorn and Ridicule always atteridiog the 
Perſons 
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[26] 
Perſons injured, who are ſtigmatized with an 
Appellation of ſcornful Reproach for that which 
is not their Crime, but their deplorable Misfor- 
tune. Nay, this Monſter has of very late Years 
made ſuch horrid Strides in this Iſland, that a 
Violation of the ſacred Bed is held in no fort 
of Diſreputation : Nor are the ſacred Rites of 
Marriage looked-upon in any other Light than 
as to Legitimate, or to repair the 
ruined Affairs of the profligate Libertine by 
the Fortunes of an unhappy deluded Woman, 
devoted ere long to the inſupportable Inſults 
of every Proſtitute, her perjured diſſolute 
'Huſband ſhall take to his unlawful Embraces. 
Nor is this deſtructive Crime confined to the 
Great World alone, which may perhaps think 
itſelf privileged, like Men in a certain Age of 
the World, to do ** whatſoever is right in its 
own Eyes, but the fatal Poiſon is ſpread far 
and wide, 'The common People are always for- 
ward to imitate and to plead the Example of 
their Superiors. And tho' the Foibles and Crimes 
of Men in High Life can be no juſt Plea for 
others to be guilty of the ſame Miſconduct ; 
yet the Examples of the Great are a Handle, 
not to ſay a Temptation, to weak and vulgar 
Minds, who even think it their Duty to ape 
their Superiors. And to ſuch a Pitch of Mad- 
neſs do the common People imitate all the 
Vices and Extravagancies of Men of Fortune, 
as to render thoſe Vices ſo exceſſively ridi- 
culous, that they cannot fail, I ſhould 2 
| | | OT 
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of becoming very ſtrong Antidotes to thoſe 


very Men in High Life from whom the Vul- 
gar copy, and even out- do their great Origi- 
nals, as far as they know how, in every Spe- 
cies of Madneſs and Debauchery. For if the 
Great Man in the Neighbourhood is an avowed 
Libertine, if he is guilty. of the third greater 


Crime, and thinks high Birth a Privilege for 


violating the ſacred Bed, then it may be de- 
erer upon, that all who live under the fatal 
roppings, from the great Man's chief Tenant, 
down to the loweſt Mechanic, will plead the 
Example of their Principal in Vindication of 
their own Debaucheries and Exceſſes. 
I call Violation of the ſacred Bed the third 
greater Crime, becauſe it will appear, upon 


ſtrict Examination, that this, with the two al- 


ready mentioned, are not only in themſelves 
great, but that to theſe faſhionable Vices we 
may aſcribe the Origin of all thoſe crying Sins, 
which at this unhappy Period are making ſuch 
horrid Strides into every remote Corner of the 
Kingdom. In a ſmall Treatiſe, entitled, Ex- 
** amples of the Interpoſition of Providence in 
* the Detection and Puniſhment of Murder, 
publiſhed by one of the beſt Magiſtrates in 
the Kingdom, we have the following Para- 
graphs, namely, © In the Politic (as in the 
** Natural) Body, no Diſorders ever ſpring up 
**.' without a Cauſe; much leſs do any Diſeaſes 


become epidemical by mere Accident. Theſe 
ave their Cauſes, and fuch Cauſes 
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© muſt be adequate to the Effects which they 
te produce. For my Part, I fincerely declare, 
5 Nan ſee no more than one Cauſe of the 
* horrid Evil of which I am 1 

t one indeed molt perfectly adequate to the 
Production of every political Miſchief; and 

© which I am convinced hath, more than all 

te others, contributed to the Production, and 1 
te to the Increaſe of all thoſe moral Evils with 14 
* which the Public is at preſent ſo extremely 
e afflicted. My ſenſible Reader will preſently 

ce gueſs, that I mean that general Neglect (I 

*.wiſh I could not ſay Contempt) of Religion 

* which hath within theſe few Years fo fa- 

* tally overſpread this whole Nation; hath 
« grown to a Kind of Faſhion among us; PW 
e and, like all other Faſhions, having begun 
* amongſt the higheſt Ranks of People, hath 
e deſcended gradually through all Orders, till 
<© it hath reach'd' the very loweſt in the So- 
* ciety.” This, as far as it goes, is a very 
conciſe and true Account of the Source and 
Origin of the preſent Enormities of this Na- 
tion. But had this ingenious Gentleman ex- 
tended his Reaſonings (than whoſe none are 
ſtronger) one Step farther, he would have 
found, that a Contempt of Religion, which 
he aſſigns as the ſole Cauſe of every political 
Miſchief, (though in Fact true) is ſtill but a 
ſecondary Cauſe; and that we mult go a little 
farther, if we would inveſtigate that fatal Source 
from whence every moral Evil ſprings. - Con- 

let tempt 
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tempt of Religion is, as this worthy Magiſtrate 
with his wonted Propriety obſerves, © moſt 
perfectly adequate to the Production of every 
C political Miſchief ;'”” but then it may be 
aſked, What is the Cauſe of this general Con- 
tempt of Religion? Why that general Diſ- 
belief of Religion's moſt powerful Sanction, 
the Sentence of future eternal Miſery, upon the 
perſevering invincible Sinner. It is this avow- 
ed Diſbelief of future Torments, that is the 
Cauſe of the three greater Crimes, from which 
all the other ſhocking Enormities of this Na- 
tion derive their black Original. There is not, 
I may. venture to affirm, ſo much as one ſin- 
gle Vice in the Nation, but what is owing 
mediately or immediately to ſome one of theſe 
three greater Crimes, viz. a contemptuous Pro- 
Funation of the Sabbath, (or, in other Words, 
a Contempt of Religion) Violation of the ſa- 
cred Bed; and exceſſive Gaming, which is 
but a ſofter way of expreſſing the moſt refined 
Robbery, and villainous Overreaching. And 
as all other national Impieties are owing to 
ſome one of theſe, ſo two of theſe, viz. Adul- 
tery and impious Gaming, are the immediate 
Conſequence of the other, viz. Profanation or 
Contempt of the Chriſtian Sabbath. But the 
dreadful Cauſe of theſe three notorious Vices, 
and of every other moral Evil conſequent there- 
from, is that boaſted Diſbelief of the tremen- 
dous Sanction. And to ſet this Affair in the 
moſt familiar Light, let us aſk what is ih 
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Cauſe of that moſt ſhocking Crime of Sui- 
cide, which is become more common than 
ever among the Men of Gay Life, as it is ri- 
diculouſly enough ſtiled ? Why, the fatal Cauſe 
of this raſh Act is a bad run, or one accurſed 
unlucſy Die. And pray what is the Cauſe of 
Gaming's being carried to this Exceſs, but an 
avowed Contempt of the Laws of God and 
Man? And what elſe. is the Cauſe of this 
ſhameful Contempt of Religion, but that im- 
pudent and profeſſed Diſbelief of that fearful 
Sanction which Religion denounces upon all 
notorious and incorrigible Sinners? For did 
theSelf-murderer ſeriouſly believe, that by rid- 
ding himſelf out of a Temporal Calamity, 
brought upon him by his own Indiſcretion, he 
plunged his Soul that Moment into the Land 
of eternal Horror, he would at once ſheath 
the impious Dagger, and fling away the ac- | 
curſed Piſtol. And as to thoſe numberleſs 
Robberies, and moſt horrid Murders, which 
are almoſt every Day perpetrated in this very 
Kingdom, they are entirely owing to the ſecond 
greater Crime, Profanation of the Sabbath. 
For not to mention the Obligation which all 
dependant Creatures are under of paying pub- 
lic Adoration to the Author of Nature ; be it 
noticed, that an avowed Contempt of a Na- 
tional Sabbath, and an habitual Neglect of 
frequenting thoſe ſacred Places, where the 
Neceſſity and Importance of every moral and 
religious Duty are fully proved, and recom- 
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mended with the united Advantages of as 
ſpund Learning, and as nervous Eloquence, 
as ever, at any one Period of Time, flouriſh- 
ed amongſt the public Teachers of Religion; 
this habitual Neglect, I'fay, is one fatal Source 
of thoſe encreaſing Enormities, which are a 
Scandal to the pag Name, and an _ 
nal Reproach upon the native good Senſe an 

Diſcretion of the Britiſh — For when 
Men wil fully turn their Backs upon all Places 
of public Worſhip, they thereby loſe the 
_ gracious Opportunities of Inſtruction; they 
take themſelves out of the Hands of Provi- 
dence, and plunge Headlong into the Pit of 
Miſery and Ruin. And give me leave to 
obferve, that there is ſuch a cloſe Connec- 
tion between the very Exiſtence of the Civil 


State and a religious Obſervation of the Na- 


tional Sabbaths, that were theſe ſtated Times 
of public Worſhip only aboliſhed for the 
Space of one /ingle Year, it would be attend- 
ed with very tragical Effects upon the Peace 
and Happineſs of the Kingdom. Firſt, the 
Bulk of the Nation would loſe all Senſe of 
their Duty to, and Dependance u God; 
in . N the People would in 
a very little while become utter Strangers to 
all Humanity and Tenderneſs for their fellow 
Creatures, For it is a Truth founded upon 
repeated Obſervations, that Men are always 
courteous, affable, and friendly one towards 
another, in Proportion to that Senſe they _m 
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2 Religion, and of their Dependance upon 


The Man who is undutiful to his 
ys can never, ' unleſs by mere Accident, 


be very ready to any Acts of Kindneſs and 


Humanity to his fellow Creatures. Where there 
no Senſe of Religion, there can be no true 
Biel le of Friendſhip; nor will the Wretch 
that — wilfully offend his God, make any 
Scruple of betraying and facrificing his Friend. 
For though I, readily allow. that an impious 
profane Man may. now and then do a good 
and generous Action, yet he does not do Good 
upon a ſolid Principle; his Acts of F riendſhip 
and. Humanity are either mercen 
or at the moſt the mere Effect of his natural 
Temper : For a good-natured Diſpoſition will 
very, often get the better of Men, of the'moſt 
impious Sentiments in Religion. . But then 
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to any poſitive ring Command, but juſt as 
they happen for the Time to be in a good 
Humour; and their Acts of Generoſity are 
frequently beſtowed upon the moſt infamous 
Objects. For as Virtue can be no Recom- 
mendation to a Man who has no true Senſe of 
Religion, neither are Vice and Immorality, as 

ſuch, any Bar to theſe Mens Favours, which 


are generally flung away vf the moſt im- 
moral and abandoned Peopl 


It is therefore for this, and. many ather 
important Reaſons, that the National Sab- 
baths ought not, I preſume, to be wholly ſet 
aſide. 


1 \ 


Y \ 


tional human Expedient to preſerve our holy 
| Religion from degenerating into rank Idolatry, 
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aſide. For as theſe: regular ſtated Times of 
Devotion keep alive in Mens Minds a Senſe of 
Religion, ſo we are inſtructed in theſe our 
Weekly Aſſemblies to have our Religion found- 
ed upon a true and ſolid Principle. And as 


Men would ſoon degenerate into the worſt 


of Savages, (the rational Brute being of all 
others the moſt dangerous, as capable of do- 
ing the moſt Miſchief) were they once void 
of all Senſe of Religion; ſo Religion itſelf 
would quickly become enthuſiaſtic Madneſs 
and blind Superſtition, were there not ſome 
certain fixed Days ſet apart, as well for the 
ſolemn Worſhip of our Maker, as for explain- 
ing, recommending, and enforcing the ſerious 
Practice of thoſe great Branches of the divine 
and moral Law, our Duty to God, to our 
Neighbour, and to ourſelves. The only ra- 


and ourſelves from ſinking into groſs Ignorance 


and Barbarity, is by a ſtrict and ſolemn Ob- 
ſervance of that ſacred Day, enjoined by the 


Statutes of the Realm, as well as by the ſacred 
Code. | | 


1 am, however, well aware, that it may be 


ſaid, Numbers of thoſe. who pay the moſt con- 
ſtant Attendance in the Houle of Prayer, are, 
for all that, as culpable in their Conduct as 
the reſt of the Nation; and that it may be 
farther obſerved, that Hypocrites have, in all 


Ages of the World, been moſt forward to 
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e tread God's Courts, as a People that delight- 
* ed to know the Ways of Heaven, and for- 
4 ſook not the Ordinances of their God.! 
Now all this may be, (and J fear is but) too 
true: But ſtill, the Abule of any divine Ordi- 
nances can be no juſt Reaſon for laying them 
utterly aſide; —— is Hypocriſy in ſome, 
any — for Profaneneſs in others. And I 
am humbly of Opinion, that thoſe Men who 
pay conſtant Attendance in the Houſe of 
Prayer, where they ſo often hear God's fear- 
ful Threats ſolemnly denounced againſt invin- 
cible Impiety, and his gracious Promiſes to 
the truly humble and m_—_— g Sinner, muſt 
be Monſters of ſtupid Perverſeneſs, if ſome 
Ray of divine Grace. does not, one time or 
other, dart into the Soul, and melt it down 
into Tears of unfeigned Repentance. 
notwithſtanding thoſe People who attend the 
Places of public Worſhip may fall into many 
great Errors, yet I dare venture to affirm, that 
they ſtand a much fairer Chance to recover 
themſelves, and to walk more warily for the 
Future, than thoſe unhappy People who for- 
ſake the Temple of the living God, and in ſo 
doing, deprive themſelves of 10 many merciful 
Opportunities of Conviction. And to be more 
fully convinced of the Miſery and Ruin that 
muſt, in the very Nature of Things, enſue 
from a profane Neglect and Contempt of thoſe 
ſacred Times ſet apart for the Buſineſs of Re- 
ligion, we need only turn our Eyes to thoſe 
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poor benighted Nations, where they have no 
regular ſtated Days for divine Worſhip,” &c. 
nor any other fixed Rule for public Devotion, 
than what their own bewilder'd Imaginations 
ſuggeſt: Their Manner of expreſſing what 
little Senſe they have of ſome overruling Pow- 
er, is as ridiculous as impious; ſome dancing 
to every Full Moon, others breaking out into 
tdolatrous Extaſy at the welcome Return of 
But we need hot go into other Nations for, 
a Proof of the moral Evils that are, and muſt 
be Conſequences: of an utter Neglect of fre- 
> vey. fome Place or other of public Wor- 

tp, upon certain fixed and regular Days, ſet 
apart for that ſacred Purpoſe: For it is but 
too notorious, that thoſe abandon'd People in 
this our Land, who never make their Appear- 
ance in the Sanctuary, are as utter Strangers, 
generally ſpeaking, to all the Rules of Civility, 
and even common Humanity, as to a Senſe of 
their Duty to the kind Author of their Sub- 
ſiſtande; and are upon this Account equally 
odious in the Eyes of God and Man. 80 
that the leaſt that can be ſaid in Vindication 
of our National Sabbaths is, that it is owing 
to our People's regular Attendance at divine 
Service upon theſe facred Days, that we are 
not as ſavage and illiterate as our ignorant Pro- 
genitors'were, when Julius Cz/ar firſt invad- 
ed this our Ifland. And were theſe Things 
conſider'd with the Attention due to their Im- 
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portance, Men would then, in Proportion to 
the Dignity of their Rank and Character, coun- 
tenance a regular Obſervance of that facred 
Day, when ike People are moſt ſolemnly in- 
ſtructed, and intreated for Conſcience-ſake, to 
fear God, to honour the King, and to be ſub- 
miſſive to all that are put in Authority under 
him. 

As then it appears that a ſolemn Obſerva- 
tion of a National Sabbath 1s abſolutely ne- 
ceflary, (and in all Ranks of Men) to the very 
Exiſtence of the Civil State, and as we have 


kewiſe ſhewn ſome of the tragical Effects 


naturally conſequent from an habitual Profa- 


nation of this ſacred Day, may I be indulged, 
through the Clemency of the Legiſlature, juſt 
to mention the dreadful Miſchiefs neceſſarily 


enſuing from the third greater Crime, a Vio- 


1 


lation of the ſacred Bed. The Evils ariſing 


from this one ſingle Crime, are perhaps of 
more dangerous Conſequence to the State than 
any other National Vice. From hence we 
may derive the Infamy and Ruin of ſome of 
the firſt Families in the Kingdom: It is this 
hideous Monſter that makes ſuch ruinous At- 
tacks upon the faireſt Works of Creation, and 


annually devours Thouſands of Britiſb Vir- 


gins. Nor let this be looked upon as merely 


declamatory; no, it is a fragical Facts, as no- 


torious as it is productive of every private and 
public Evil. For did the Miſchief extend no 
farther than thoſe People who, by virtue of a 
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very peculiar Genius, and a Taſte well refined, 
are privileged to take what Liberties they 
pleaſe, - the State might not be under any im- 
minent Danger ; but the Crime we are ſpeak- 
ing of is, I tear, become of too ſerious a Na- 
ture to be wholly overlooked by the State, be- 
cauſe it is become ſo general; and if ſuffered 
to make ſtill greater Strides, Britain may have 
Cauſe to lament the fearful Conſequence, 
And did it fall immediately within my De- 
fign, I could ſhew that this black libidinous 
Monſter has brought on the Criſis of utter 
Deſolation to the moſt flouriſhing Kingdoms: 
Nay, and were it not deemed downright Su- 
perſtition to quote any Authorities from the 
divine Code, I could prove from thence, that 
a Violation of the facred Bed, with its black 
Attendants, did once upon a Time, not only 
ſubvert Kingdoms, but the whole World, fave 
eight ſurviving Objects of divine Mercy. For 
it was this very Crime that brought on the 
general Deluge: It was when Men took them 
Wives of all which they choſe, that made God 
ſternly declare his Spirit ſhould not always tri ve 
with Man. Our Tranſlation, they took them 
Wives, is both faulty, and by no means ex- 
preſſive of the Thing deſcribed, which was 
not a lawful free Choice in both the Parties 
contracting, but a luſtful and violent Act 
committed upon every innocent Woman their 
heated Imaginations choſe. This, as the Au- 
thor of the Syn. Crit, obſerves, being the fame 
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Word with that uſed in the Accouht of She- 
chem's Rape committed upon Dinah the Daugh- 
ter of Jacob. See Gen. XXXIV. 2. So that 
the Crime of the Antediluvians was of the 
blackeſt Hue : And therefore Pool would have 
it render'd; Videntes Filii Dei filias bomimum 
quod pulchræ eſſent, rapuerunt ibi Uxores ex 
ommbus quas elegerant. The Miſtake in the 
common Latin Tranſlations is owing, I ima- 
vine, to a too ſervile Imitation of the Greek 
Verfion, which retains in moſt Copies fAzoy, 
acceperunt. Who are there meant by the 
Filii Dei and the Filiz Hominum, ſo empha- 
tically contradiſtinguiſhed from each other, is 
ſhewn in the fifth Section of the firſt Book of 
the following Treatiſe, But as I do not ex- 

2 that the Men of Genius will pay much 
Regard to Scripture Authority, (the facred 
Oracles not being allowed by this diſcerning 
Age the Privilege even of common Hiſtory) 
theſe wondrous Men will however be pleaſed 
to recollect, that a general Violation of the ſa- 
cred Bed, is acknowledged by profane, as well 
as inſpired Writers to have been, in whatſo- 
ever Country it prevailed, the certain Fore- 
runner of every National Calamity. This is 
a wel-known Truth, to which moſt Writers 
join their Teſtimony: And even the ſmiling 
Poet himſelf, who was certainly no gloomy 
ſuperſtitious Bigot, introduces the Crime we 
have laſt mentioned, as the fatal Cauſe of all 
that National Miſery, Confuſion and ID, 
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which ſo fearfully overturned the whole Ro- 
man Commonwealth, __ | 


EFrcunda culpe Sæcula, nuptias 
Prinum inquinavere, & genus, & domos. 
Hoc fonte derivata clades 
In patriam populumque fluxit. 
ok, IIb. Gum. III. Od. VI. 


Whether there is any Parallel between the 
preſent State of this Kingdom, and the Roman 
Affairs in that diſſolute Age to which the Poet 
alludes, I am far from aſſerting; but let it be 
remember d, that in whatever Age or Country 
the ſame Crimes are indulged, the ſame natio- 
nal, as well as private Calamities, muſt ſooner 
or later enſue. This is no more than what 
in the very Nature of Things muſt be expect- 
ed; for wherever the Cauſe of any Evil exiſts, 
the Effect muſt follow. 

And as it has been obſerved what are the 
preſent fatal Sources from whence every Spe- 
cies of Vice proceeds, it is, I humbly pre- 
ſume, very obvious what Method would, in 
the Reaſon of Things, be moſt effectual for 
curbing thoſe crying Enormities, which at this 
very Day are the Peſt and Infamy of our Na- 
tion. The one grand poiſonous Source from 
whence all Crimes in general may be ſaid to 
flow, is (as has already been hinted) a Diſ- 
belief of the only Sanction that can keep the 
People within any tolerable Bounds of Duty 
to their God, Allegiance to their- Prince, or 
*f111 C 4 com- 
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common Humanity one towards another, — 
And as from this Diſbelief of the tremendous 
Doctrine, thoſe three greater Crimes before 
mentioned derive immediately their dark Ori- 
ginal, ſo it is from this hideous triple- headed 
Monſter, that every other Species of Profane- 
neſs and Immorality do mediately or immedi- 
ately take their firſt Riſe. And as the fatal 
Miſchiefs flowing from the three greater Crimes 
are, as appears from the univerſal Acknow- 
ledgment of all obſerving People, daily encreaſ- 
ing amongſt us, does not common Policy 
(ſetting aſide the antiquated Motives of Reli- 
gion) demand, that ſome more effectual Re- 
medy ſhould be ſpeedily applied, in order to 
prevent theſe National Evils from ſpreading 
any wider ? And (with becoming Submiſſion 
to the ruling Powers I ſpeak it) what more 
natural Remedy can the State deviſe to pre- 
vent the miſchievous Effects of any Vice, 
than by directly ſtriking at the Vice itſelf? 
Take but away the Cauſe, and the Effect of 
courſe will ceaſe. And till the fatal Cauſe of 
every National Evil be removed, the moſt 
rigorous Laws the State can enact will be to 
very little Purpoſe. Many of our Penal Laws, 
as they now. ſtand, or at leaſt as they are put 
in Execution, are rather levelled at the Effects 
of Vice, than at the Vice itſelf; and while 
Immorality is puniſhed, Infidelity eſcapes with 
Impunity, not to ſay with Applanſe. But how 
it can, in the Nature of Things, be * 
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that being only intent upon the Effects of any 
notorious Crime, but wholly overlooking the 
Cauſe of it, thoſe Effects ſhould not ſill con- 
tinue, is not eaſily conceived. The Thief 
and the Murderer may bleed, and ſtill Mur- 
ders and Robberies daily encreaſe, till the Cauſe 
of theſe Enormities be more ſeverely puniſh- 
ed: And the public Executions in this King- 
dom, which create the qeepeſt Commiſeration 
in every tender Boſorff, become yearly more 
and more numerous, ſo long as Men are ſuf- 
fer'd to practiſe thoſe Things with Impunity, 
which are the very Cauſe of the Crimes that 
make theſe public Executions abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary, though they only puniſh, not prevent 
Vice. For in order to prevent thoſe ſhockin 
Enormities, which are become the Terror nd 
Reproach of the Kingdom, the Legiſlature (as 
far as the Thing is practicable) ſhould 
pleaſed to begin at the right End, and to make 
thoſe three greater Crimes, from whence all 
other National Evils flow, the firſt Objects of 
blic Cenſure. For Inſtance, if the great 
Loyillatre of the Kingdom would be pleaſed 
to enact, (not excepting the greateſt Perſonage 
in the Realm) That whoever after ſuch a Day 
ſhould loſe more than by any Kind of 
Gaming, or Wager, his Heir at Law, or his 
Creditors, ſhould be empower'd forthwith to 
take out a Writ of Lunacy againſt him, if 
convicted by impartial and unexceptionable 
Evidence ; this would, I apprehend, ſoon 
put 
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ev Stop to the iniquitous; Trade of Gam- 
And with regard to the Violation of 
7 Bed, it —_ be one very effectual 
Remedy to remoye this — 4 Evil, by 
enacting, That whoever ſhould be proved, by 
clear and unſuſpected Evidence, to live in 
open Adultery and Fornication, his Eſtate and 
Effects ſhould. be immediately confiſcated for 
the Benefit of the injured Parties; and the b 
Offender ever after diſqualified from holding 
any Place either in Church or State. And 
laſtly, with relation to the third greater Crime, 
VIZ, an avowed Contempt and Profanation of 
the National Sabbath, if the Legiſlature ſhould 
think fit to enact, That all thats People who 
neglect to frequent any Place of Poblic Wor- 11 
ſhip, or who carry on upon the Lord's Day 
any ſervile Labour, or travel, play at Cards, 
Dice, or any other Kind of Games whatſo : 
ever, their Eſtates and Effects ſhould be dou- 
bly taxed, as not being Objects of the Act 
of Toleration, but either Roman Catholics or 
Infidels convict; this would moſt certainly 
prevent that notorious Profanation of the Lord's 
Day, which at preſent is the Scandal, and, = 
be the utter Subverſion of the Nation. Bug 
would the State vouchſaſe to level its Difplea» 
ſure immediately at the three greater Crimes, 
and make the Suppreſſion of theſe growing 
Vices the Object of its Cenſure, all thoſe other 
crying Enormities, which are the foul; OH 
ſpring of this rriple-headed Monſter, would 
195 | gradually 


i 


[ 43 ] 
gradually decreaſe ; And the Cauſe of Natio- 
nal — being once removed, the Ef- 
ſects would of courſe ceaſe in due Time, But 
be. pleaſed here. to notice, that the Author 
does by no means. preſume to dictate to thoſe 
Powers, whom it is his Duty to obey; much 
leſs does he imagine, that thoſe Laws hinted 
at for the Suppreſſion of Profaneneſs and Im- 
morality, are Matters that can ſo cafily, and 
all at once, be brought to bear ; No, this he 
well knows would be a meer Utopian Expec- 
tation. He has only took the Liberty to offer 
the foregoing Hints, to ſhew that ſome far- 
ther, Laws, or at leaſt ſome other Method of 
putting the Laws already in Being into Execu- 
tion, is neceſſary ; but after what Manner, and 
in what Form, he humbly ſubmits to the Pru- 
dence of the Great Council of the Nation, 
And all that 1 ſhall ay in Recommendation 
of the Method propoſed for puniſhing the 


three greater Crimes, is, that it is ging, more 


to the Bottom of our National Maladies, as 
ſtriking immediately at the fatal Cauſe of them. 
As to our public Executions, they are only 
jevell'd at the Effect of Profaneneſs, not at the 
Cauſe: Theſe Executions, though abſolutely 
neceſſary, yet they do not prevent an Evil 
from breaking out, but only puniſh it after it 
15: This Method is only lopping off the wild, 
luxuriant, or rotten Branches of the Tree Po- 
litic, if I may be allowed the Expreſſion, in 
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. 
and with ſtill more noxious Redundancy, till 
the Root, from whence all thoſe poiſonous 
Juices aſcend, be utterly cut up and deſtroyed. 


And in order the more effectually to check the 


future Progreſs of thoſe greater Crimes, from 
whence all other Moral Evils principally flow, 
it behoves the State ſtrictly to enquire into the 
true Cauſes of theſe Crimes, and having once 
found it out, to interpoſe its Authority, by 
cauſing every practical Remedy to be uſed in 
order to remove that Cauſe. Now it is uni- 
verſally acknowledged, that all our National 
Vices, with the faid Train of Ills conſequent 
thereupon, are owing to that avowed Con- 
tempt of Religion, which at preſent is ſo far 
indulged, as to be expreſſed by the fofter 
Titles of Gaiety, Politeneſs, or Freedom of 
Thought: But then be pleaſed to remember, 
that this avowed Contempt of Religion is only 
a ſecondary Cauſe; for the ſole original Cauſe 


both of this profane Contempt of Religion, 


and of all the National Miſchiefs conſequent 
thereupon, is that profeſſed Diſbelief, and im- 
pudent Denial of Religion's moſt powerful 
Sanction. Nor are we to wonder at any Enor- 
mities committed in this Kingdom, fo long as 
Men are taught to believe all theſe moſt ſhock- 
ing Impieties will be wholly overlook'd in a 


future State; and that the moſt abandon'd Sin- 


ners, (whether they repent and amend it mat- 
ters not a Straw) will be finally ſaved. And 
what is very aſtoniſhing, this miſchievous 

5 Pamphlet, 


[ 45 ] 


Pamphlet, entitled, Heaven open to all | 


Men,” has been ſuffered to go through more 
Impreſſions in ſo ſhort a Time, than any one 
Book lately publiſhed in this Kingdom, That 
the Editor of this impudent Farrago of Blaſ- 
phemies, Treaſons, Murders, and every other 
Species of the moſt atrocious Crimes, fer he 
roundly gives a Licence to all in general, is an 
Object of public Cenſure, I ſhall not poſiti ve- 
ly aſſert; but that the pernicious Book itſelf 
ought long ere now, (had any of the Ruling 
Powers in Church or State ever heard of it, 
which in Charity we muſt ſuppoſe they never 
did) to have been ſuppreſſed, can be no Mat- 

ter of Debate. For Treaſon, I apprehend, is, 
under any Shape, an Object of public vindic- 
tive Juſtice. Whether this pernicious Book 
eomes immediately under the Definition of 
 Leſa Majeſtas, the learned Gentlemen of the 
long Robe can beſt determine; but if it is not 
Treaſon againſt earthly Majeſty to blaſpheme 
that Great Supreme by whom Kings reign, if 
ſetting aſide all Laws, human and divine, ſpi- 


riting up Rebellion and Murder, een 


down the great Barrier of Government, an 

depriving he State of the only Argument that 
can ſecure Obedience to its Authority; if all 
this be not Treaſon, I don't know what poſ- 
ſibly can be fo. One Thing however I know, 
that in Conſequence of the Opinions maintain- 
ed by the Author of Heaven open, &c. 
neither his ſacred Majeſty, nor any of his Sub- 
I | | jects 
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[46] 
jecto, would be many Months ſafe either in 
their Lives or Fortunes. For were all Men 
finally to eſcape unpuniſhed, were the Mar- 
derer, the Traitor, the impious Aſſaſſin, and 
the Self- Executioner, all firmly perſuaded, that 
notwithſtanding they plung'd into Eternity 
harden d and outrageous to the laſt, they ſhould 


ſtill © all, to a Man, (for theſe are the very 


Words of this Satanical Scribe) enter into ever- 
laſting Felicity, let the ſober Reader judge 
what would ere long be the tragical Conſe- 
quence of vending abroad ſuch pernicious Blaſ- 
phemies. From what Quarter theſe Principles 
come, can be no Secret to any obſerving ; 
and the Deſign of induſtriouſly ſpreading theſe 
incendiary Pamphlets throughout every Part 


of the Kingdom, and ſtudiouſly adapting them 


ad captum Vulgi, is too viſible; 1 think, to 
eſcape the Notice of any one. For as we 
know who are the moſt intereſted in the Sub- 
verfion and Ruin of this much envied Iſland, 
ſo none can be ſuppoſed to be more forward 


than theſe our common Adverſaries, to do that 


by impious ſecret Art, which they have not 
yet been able to effect by outward Force. Nor 
could Catiline unhinge and overturn the Ro- 
man Empire, till he had firſt debauched the 
Minds, and by every Species of Luxury, and 


the moſt effeminate Pleaſures, quite enervated 


the Bodies of the once brave and valorous 
Romans. And if ſuch pernicious Books, as 
are deſignedly calculated to corrupt the Morals 


47 J 
of the People, and to introduce an univerſal 
Deptavity of Manners, be ſuffer d to eſcape 
uncenfur'd,” our Land may tod ſoon become 
4 Prey to her foreign Enemies, without the 
Trouble of Inbaſions. Neither would the 
Ravages of the moſt batbatrous Nations make 
that dreadful! Havock and Deſolation in this 
Kingdom, as muſt, ſooner or later, be the Lot 
of Britain, if the People dre taught and en- 
couraged to be wicked even upon Principle 
and made believe that every Crime is lawful; 
that is profitable or convenient to the Crimi- 
nal. What Reaſon the State has for ſuffering 
ſuch deſtructive Principles to ſpread with Im- 
punity, belongs not to me to enquire into: I 
ar of Opinion, that none of our Rulers in 
Church or State can have either heard of or 


ſeen thoſe infamous Works; ifi they had, a 


Stop undoubtedly long ere now would have 
been put to theſe: Inſtruments of Darkneſs. 
The ancient Greets and Romans were tod 
wiſe and too politic to ſaffet the Gods to be 
ridiculed; much leſs blaſphemed; and -whos» 
ever had the Aſſurance to treat the National 
Religion with Scorn and Contempt 


d C „ was *fel- 
dom ſuffer'd to do it a ſecond time. No 


though I am far from entirely approving their 


Conduct in this Reſpect, (the impious Murder 
of the inſpired Sotrates being an eternal Re- 
proach upon the ! Athenrans):. yẽt I ſhould 
think it 1s'ineumbent upon Chriſtian States at 
all Times to manifeſt a Zeal temper'd with 


Prudence 
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Prudence and Moderation ; and to be as ſtu- 
dious in advancing the Honour of the One 
true God, as Heathen States have ever been 
in behalf of their falſe Deities. I am here 
not unapprized what ſome Men will ſay, in 
order to quaſh every Apprehenſion of any 
National Miſchiefs ariſing from thoſe impious 
Books that are daily publiſhed, viz. that there 
will always be a Majority of prudent, right- 
headed Men in the Nation, ſufficient to pre- 
vent theſe pernicious Books from doing any 
conſiderable harm, fo as to endanger the Sub- 
verſion of the ſtate. Now that there are at 
ent in this Kingdom Thouſands of right- 
eaded Men, who are ever ready to ſtem out, 
as far as theyare able, that Torrent of Profane- 
neſs and Immorality which is daily burſting in 
upon us, 1s, I hope, a Truth not to be diſput- 
ed. But to affirm that there always will be 
a Majority of prudent, right-headed Men, is, 
I fear, ſuch falſe Prophecy, and ſuch a fulſom 
Strain of baſe Adulation, as the ſenſible Part 
of the Nation cannot but deſpiſe. But be this 
as it will; the tragical Effects of profane Writ- 
ings are already too viſible; and would it not 
be better Policy, for the State immediately to 
ſuppreſs them, than either to tempt Providence 
any longer, or to rely wholly upon the mere 
imaginary Aids of human Prudence ? May I 
crave the Indulgence of the State freely to 
unfold my real Sentiments? Then certain it 
zs, that every profane, immoral Book, which 


18 


491 


is ſuffer d to appear more than once in public 


uncenſur' d, is by Numbers of People, tacitly 


ſuppoſed to have, at leaſt Protection, if not 
Encouragement, from ſome great Men in 
Power. And this Concluſion is by no Means 
forced; for as the State is ever watchful and 
diligent (as indeed it nearly concerns it ſo to 
be) to ſuppreſs Treaſon in any Shape, and to 
bring the Authors and Abettors of this Crime 
to condign Puniſhment, it has an odd Look, 
when all this while the moſt avowed Infidelity, 
and moſt ſhocking Blaſphemies that the Ma- 
lice of impious Men can invent, are ſuffer'd 
to be daily put into the Hands of the People, 
and the Authors to eſcape with Impunity.— 
What a Door this is opening to Profaneneſs 
and Immorality, and what Encouragement it 
muſt give to Infidel Writers, is but too ob- 
vious. The Liberty of the Preſs, is undoubt- 
edly one of an Engliſbman's moſt ſacred Pri- 
vileges; nor is the Uſe of this glorious Li- 
berty to be denied to any, but the Abuſe, I 
think, ſhould be forbidden to all. Every im- 
pious Work that goes through the Preſs, is 
Rebellion in Ambuſb, and Treaſon in Diſguiſe. 
Whatever has ſo manifeſt and flagrant a Ten- 
dency to debauch Mens Minds, and to take 
off all Ties of Religion, is paving the Way 
to a general Conſpiracy, and ſowing the noxi- 
ous Seeds of Diſcord and Rebellion, not in the 


Hearts of a few, but of all. Every attempt 


to make Men impious and diſſolute, is ripen- 
D ing 
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ing them for Murders, Treaſons and Conſpi- 


racies.  Profane immoral Men are, as ſuch, 


Enemies to the Government ; and though they 
may be loyal in Appearance, it 1s not on 
Principle, but through Self-Intereſt. For who- 
ever has no Senſe at all of Religion, either Na- 
tural or Revealed, would murder his Sovereign, 
and fell his Country, if he could do it with 
preſent Impunity, and thereby gratify his Paſ- 
fions the more. And upon this Account it 
ſeems to be impolitic, at beſt, for any State to 
connive at ſuch pernicious Writings, as openly 
ſpread abroad "Treaſon in the Groſs, and di- 
rectly make Men Rebels upon Principle. For 
thoſe peſtilential Writers who endeavour to 
{et aſide all Obligations to Virtue, Morality, 
and Reverence of the great Author of Na- 
ture, ought to be looked upon as Incendiaries 
in the State, and only more refined, and, as 
ſuch, more dangerous Traitors to their King, 


and to their Country. Whatever has a ma- 


nifeſt Tendency to debauch Mens Morals, is 
robbing the Sovereign of ſo many of his Sub- 
jects, and the Community of ſo many uſeful 
Members; and whoever is inſtrumental in 
propagating Infidelity, muſt thereby encreaſe 
the Number of rebellious Subjects, becauſe he 
encreaſes the Number of impious and diſſolute 
Men, For as the truly conſcientious good 
Man, whatever his private political Sentiments 
may be, will never be an Enemy to the Go- 
vernment that protects him, ſo, on the con- 


trary, 


1511 

trary, an impious Man can never be a real 
Friend to the State, or at beſt his Loyalty will 
be merely accidental, or out of ſelfiſh Views, 
but never upon a ſolid laſting Principle. For 
when Men once ſhake off all Ties of Religion, 
when they are fo far deluded as to think this 
Life 1s all that belongs to them, the natural 
Conſequence of this Infatuation will be to 
make the moſt of Life while they are in it; 
and ſince to-morrow they muſt utterly die, they 
will ſtick at no Degree of Intemperance, or 
any other Crimes, which can preſent their 
Appetites with ſome Degree of temporal Gra- 
tifications. Nor would the blackeſt Crimes 
of Murder, Treaſon and Rebellion, be at all 
ſhocking, if by this Means the Traitor and 
Aſſaſſin had a fair Proſpect before him of pre- 
ſent Advantages. But as this Epicurean No- 
tion of dying like the Beaſts that utterly pe- 
riſh is ſo unmanly in itſelf, ſo unbecoming the 
Dignity of the human Soul, and every Way 
ſo ſhocking and abſurd to the meaneſt Under- 
ſtanding; ſo upon this Account it is not ſo 
likely to become univerſal, Men of any tole- 
rable Ingenuity being aſhamed to give into an 

Opinion, which is ſuch a 3 upon hu- 
man Nature. But as the grand Seducer of 
human Race, or if you will rather have it ſo, 
as that poiſonous Part of Man which is found 


by Experience to be deceitful above all Things, 


and deſperately wicked ; as, I ſay, one, or both 
of theſe Engines of Miſchief, are always play- 
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52 
ing off ſome deſtructive Battery or other upon 


all ſuch as will lay themſelves open to the 
common Enemy, ſo we may depend upon it, 


that when old Errors in Religion are once ſeen 


through by all thinking Men, and forſaken by 
all but Fools, then ſome new one or other 
riſes up ſtill more abſurd, but withal, (mon- 
ſtrous Infatuation ]) more greedily ſwallowed 
than all that went before it. To give the 
Reader an hiſtorical Detail of all thoſe Errors 
which have ſucceſſively riſen, as it were, out 
of one another's * Aſhes, would, if poſſible, 


be 


* I have ſometimes been inclined to think, that theſe 
ſucceſſive Errors in Religion are emblematically pointed 
out in the Fable of the Phcenix ; and as it is reported of 
this imaginary Bird, that after having for a while reign- 
ed in all the Pomp of outward Splendor, ſhe at laſt be- 
comes her own Executioner ; it is much the ſame with all 
thoſe dangerous Errors in Religion which Time after Time 
have lorded it over the World, till at length they diſpatched 
themſelves with their own Poiſon. Out of the deadly 
Contagion, and corrupted: Matter left behind, another 
Error revives, which though not the ſame, is of the ſame, 
if not more fatal Conſequence, And whoever will give 
himſelf the Trouble to read that Deſcription of the Phce- 
nix in the Writings of Ladlantius Firmianus, he will 
find the Account given of that fabulous Bird too true a 
Picture, in ſome Reſpects at leaſt, of thoſe various ſuc- 
ceſſive Errors, which have been, as it were, the Phoenix 
of their ſeveral reſpective Times, and for a while held in 
the higheſt Veneration. And no ſooner has one Error 
been ſubdued, but another has inſtantly ſucceeded; ſo 
certain it is that one Error, Phœnix-like, is the Parent 
of another, and that of a third, and ſoon ad infinitum. 


+ 1pja fibi proles, ſuus pater, & ſuus heres. 
Nutrix ipſa ſui, ſemper alumna ſui. 4 
Ipſa quidem ſed non eadem, quia & ipſa, nec ipſa eſt. 
Vid. Lact ANT. Phoenix, 
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be an Undertaking more abſurd than the Er- 
rors themſelves. And what has done more 
Miſchief than all to the Cauſe of Truth, and 
of pure genuine Chriſtianity, has been that 
odd prevailing Humour of paying equal, and 
frequently greater Veneration to human Deter- 
minations than to divine Authority. And not- 
withſtanding Chriſtians are, by the Example 
of the Jews, ſo ſeverely caution'd not to fuy 
perſede the Commandments of God, by teach- 
ing for Doctrines the Traditions and Com- 
mandments of ignorant, or deſigning Men, yet 
the Determinations of a General Council, made 
up of Members moſt of them entirely ignorant 
of the Buſineſs they were about, has been, and 
at this Day is, by many, held in greater Vene- 
ration than the Word of infallible Truth. — 
What has once had the Sanction of a Synod, 
is deemed as facred, though the Articles en- 
Joined have been apparently oppoſite to the 
great Standard, the Goſpel of Him whoſe Fol- 
lowers they all profeſſed themſelves to be. — 
Nor need any one, ever fo ſlenderly acquainted 
with Ecclefiaſtical Hiſtory, be told, that what 
has one Time been eſtabliſhed by a General 
Synod to be an Article of the true Faith, has 


been, perhaps at the very next Aſſembly of 


theſe venerable Creed-makers, utterly expung- 
ed, and one quite oppoſite enjoined in its Stead. 


How ought we therefore to adore the God of 


Truth for leaving us in ample Poſſeſſion of his 


ſacred Oracles, by which alone we are able to 
D 3 diſtin- 
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_ diſtinguiſh what is, and what is not abſolutely 


required as an eflential Article of our moſt 
holy Religion? And I cannot help obſer v- 
ing how very uncertain, not to ſay dangerous, 
it 18 to walk by any other Rule than what is 
manifeſtly chalked out in the Goſpel: For 
were we to judge of Chriſtianity as ſome Men 
are pleaſed to delineate this celeſtial Beauty, we 
| _ be forced to exclaim, that either we 

ave not the pure Goſpel, or that theſe Men 
are themſelves very little acquainted with what 
they rar to expound to others. And I 
apprehend it has been owing to this ridicu- 
lous Taite of paying greater Veneration to 
what has been called Chriſtianity, though ever 
ſo falſly, than to that which really is ſo, that 
the Body of Chriſtians has been ſo miſerably 
divided. Hence it is, that what is ſtiled the 
true Catholick Faith in one Part of Chriſten- 
dom, is juſtly looked upon by others as little 


better than Idolatry : Nay, and in the very 
ſame National Church, that Opinion which at 


one Time has been declared truly Orthodox, 
at another has been ſtigmatized with the op- 
prone Appellation ; and a Man in one Age 
as been canonized for what in the following 
(nay, and even in the ſame, Inſtance the Reigns 
of Edward VI. and Queen Mary) he would 
have been condemned to the Block for. 
But let no Man lay the Blame of this un- 


; happy Diverſity of Opinions amongſt Chriſ- 
 tians, at the Door of Chriſtianity ; this, like 


its 


55 ] 


its Divine Author, is always the ſame, at 


Unity in itſelf, and too pure to admit of any 
baſe heterogeneous Mixture of human Inven- 
tion. The Fault is not chargeable upon our 
moſt holy Religion, but upon the whimſical 
Perverſneſs of unſtable- minded Men, Nor 
would I have mentioned this ſtrange and ri- 
diculous Proceedure of Chriſtians, in thoſe 
contradictory Articles of Chriſtianity which, at 
different Times, have been made neceſſary, even 
to Salvation, but in order to recommend a 


more diligent and more ſerious Study of the 


ſacred Oracles. The various Enemies of Re- 
vealed Religion are all to a Man indefatigable 
in prying into the ſacred Code; they read it 
with a moſt ſcrutinizing and ſevere Eye; then 
certainly thoſe Men who are more immediate- 
ly concerned in expounding and defending the 
ſacred Oracles, are obliged, even in Point of 
Reputation, to ſtudy them with at leaſt as 
much Application, as the avowed Enemies of 
Revelation do. | | 

To a Man well ſtocked with Impudence 
and Impiety, a very little Smattering of Read- 
ing will do to furniſh him with Cavils againſt 
Revelation, whereas almoſt an univerſal Know- 


ledge. of Things, and a moſt intimate Ac- 
quaintance with the Scope and Deſign of eve- 


ry Paſſage in the ſacred Code, are abſolutely 
neceſſary for thoſe Men whoſe peculiar Buſineſs 
it is to expound it, and to defend it from the 
impious Objections of the little Free-Thinkers 
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and minute Philoſophers of this captious Age. 
But there is, I hope, this Advantage however 
on the Side of the Advocates of Revelation, 
that as they ſtudy the ſacred Oracles with an 
| honeſt Intent, ſo they ſtand a fairer Chance to 
know the Doctrines whether they be of God, or 
whether they have any of them crept into the 
facred Volume through the reſtleſs Officiouſ- 
neſs of human Inventions. 

The Trade of drawing over the Scriptures 
to the Support of human Errors, ſeems at 
preſent to have arrived to a very uncommon 
Degree of refined Subtilty ; for ſince the ſecret 
Enemies of Revealed Religion cannot make 
much Progreſs, purely by Dint of their own 
Principles, they have lately preſſed Chriſtianity 
by Force and Torture into the vain-glorious 
Service of Profaneneſs and Immorality. Theſe 
Men are too refined in the Science of Iniqui- 
ty, to travel any longer in the dull beaten 
Track of Infidelity, or open Contempt of Re- 


vealed Religion. No Chriſtianity they have 


now adopted into their Creed, but with this 
black Deſign, that they might wound it with 
its own Weapons, and under the Maſk of an 
hypocritical Faith, ruin more Souls in one Age, 
than barefaced Infidelity, or even Atheiſm, has 
done fince the Creation. Atheiſm is, to all 
thinking Men, its own Antidote, and carries 
in its very Looks ſomething ſo ugly and for- 


bidding, that none but Wretches wholly im- 


merſed in Senſuality, and loſt to every manly 


Sentiment, 
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Sentiment, and to every pleaſing Hope, can 

fibly be duped into its Service; and there- 
ore the avowed Atheiſt, or Infidel, is a gene- 
rous Adverſary in Compariſon of the maſked 
Traitor. One declares his Enmity, and there- 
fore we are upon our Guard, the other kiſſes, 
betrays, and ſtabs. 
A moſt flagrant Example of this laſt Spe- 
cies of Iniquity we have in that diabolical 
Work already mentioned, which under a ſpe- 
cious Pretence of extolling the divine Good- 
neſs, and magnifying the Benefits of the Me- 
diatorial Scheme, deſtroys the very Eſſence of 
Chriſtianity, by ſetting aſide that immutable 
Law which Chriſt came to explain by his di- 


vine Precepts, and to corroborate by his own 


great Example. But there is ſomething in this 
blaſphemous Tract ſo impious and fooliſh, and 
ſo very ſhocking, even to every ſober Deiſt, 
that I was inclined to think when I firſt ſaw 
it, that it was wrote and. publiſhed by a Club 
of Jeſuits, and a Wager laid by ſome of theſe 
refined Impoſtors, who beſt knew the Com- 
ge of the credulous Engliſb, that it would 

e eagerly embraced in Britain, notwithſtand- 
ing its moſt apparent, and moſt infamous Buf- 
foonry. But if this Conjecture was groundleſs, 


I hope the Editor will ſoon follow the Ex- 
2mple of the Author of Ontologos, by confuting 


his own Work. However, let it be remem- 


ber'd, that Ludere in ſacris, is not only an 
Affront againſt God, but an Injury to the State; 
| nor 
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nor can I think it is any Mitigation of that 


Man's Crime who caſteth about Firebrands, 


Arrows and Death, to ſay he was only in Sport. 
The Injury already done to the Community 
by this 4 Opinion, vi. that the moſt 
abandon'd Profligates will be all, to a Man, 
finally ſaved, is apparent from the Encreaſe of 
moſt, and the Commiſſion of ſome Crimes, 
which till within theſe few Years were ſeldom 
heard of in this Kingdom. For whoever will 


give himſelf the Trouble to look back into 


the public Executions of the three preceeding 
Years, will find not only a ſurpriſing Encreaſe 
thereof, but that the Crimes, which brought 
many of the poor deluded Wretches to an ig- 
nominious Death, were big with the moſt 
complicated Guilt; Crimes of ſuch a ſhocking 
Nature, that ordinary Felony has been almoſt 


overlooked as, comparatively ſpeaking, a ſmall 


Treſpaſs to the Community. And what may 
farther excite both our Pity and our Aſtoniſh- 


ment, even the moſt abandon'd Delinquents 


meet their Fate at the Gallows, with the ut- 
moſt Degree of Chearfulneſs ; and plunge into 
Eternity with as much ſeeming Intrepidity, as 
if they were ſuffering Martyrdom in the glo- 
rious Cauſe of Virtue and true Religion. Now 
from what poiſonous Source can theſe mon- 
ſtrous Evils ſpring, or what can poſſibly be 
the Cauſe of ſuch a ſudden Encreaſe of every 


ſort of atrocious Villanies? For as no People 


were ever known to become Wiſe and Good 


[59] 
in a Moment, without ſome wondrous Miracle 
of divine Grace, ſo as true it is that no Set of 
Men can become outrageouſly Wicked * at 
once, without being ſtrangely infatuated with 
ſome very deep Myſtery of Iniquity. And 
the Obſervation is very juſt, that no National 
Diſorders + become epidemical by mere Ac- 
cident. Theſe muſt all have their Cauſes 
and ſuch Cauſes muſt be adequate to the Ef- 
fects which they produce. Now what other 
Cauſe can be aſſigned for this rapid Progreſs 
of Vice, which like a ſweeping Inundation has 
all at once ruſh'd in upon the Land, but that 
new * Conſolatory Syſtem” (for ſo the mo- 
deſt and pious Editor ſtiles it) which aſſerts 
that the moſt impious and harden'd Murder- 
ers, Traitors, Blaſphemers, Adulterers, and all 
other outrageous Sinners, (not ſo much as ex- 
cepting any one ſingle Soul, that does or 
* ſhall hereafter live upon the Earth: (theſe 
are the Man's own Words) ſhall, the very 
Moment they leave this World, enter into 
everlaſting Glory. This, I think, is a Cauſe 
not only adequate to the Production of theſe 
enormous Vices; but will nouriſh the hide- 
ous Monſters to ſuch a gigantic Size as to de- 
vour the whole Nation, unleſs the State ſpee- 
dily interpoſes its Authority by lopping off the 
Hydra Heads. | 
* Nemo repente fuit turpiſſimus. 
| ex My Juv. Sat. II. Lin. 83, 


_ FIELDING on the Interpoſition of Providence, 
&c- Pag. 2. 
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It is impoſſible in the very Nature of Things 
for any Government long to ſubſiſt, after Vice 


begins to be openly eſtabliſhed upon Princi- 


ple. When the People are once made believe 
they may continue in the moſt ſhocking 
Crimes, even to the Hour of Death, that they 
may rob, murder, blaſpheme, and at laſt cur 
their own Throats, and then be received into 
the Regions of Glory, this damnable Error 
(for ſuch, without Breach of Charity, this may 
be pronounced) would quickly end in ſuch a 
Scene of 'Things as makes Nature ſhudder at 
the very Thoughts of. And ſhould this Opi- 
nion become univerſal, there would ſoon be 
an utter End of the human Species: For if 
Death introduces all Men without Diſtinction 
into the Joys of Paradiſe, the moſt happy (the 
greateſt worldly Bliſs being all nothing to thoſe. 
Joys that are uninterrupted, always new, and 
always encreaſing) would with for Death, and 
the Miſerable and Afflicted would raſhly em- 
brace it as a final End of all their Sorrows, — 
Neither does the Author of this Opinion at all 
mend the Matter by his ridiculous and far- 
fetch'd Salvos. He has no other poſſible Way 
of evading thoſe Paſſages in Scripture which, 
in Terms the moſt expreſs that Language is 
capable of, utterly overthrow his Conſola- 


tory Syſtem,” than by ſubſtituting a double 


Redemption, the laſt of which he calls a 


ſuperabundant Redemption, anſwering to a 


ſuperabundant Grace, which (the Reader will 
excuſe 


[ 61] 


excuſe me) is the moſt ſuperabundant Non- 
ſenſe that ever dropt from any Mortal out- of 
Bedlam. And of the ſame Stamp is his Vin- 
dication of his new Syſtem, which he modeſt- 
ly calls © a Source of Comfort for all Men in 


General; ” and (as if this was not faying 
enough, he farther adds) for every one in 
Particular.” He ſeems to have been well 
aware how fatally his Conſolatory Syſtem 
would take off one of the ſtrongeſt Motives 
to the Obedience of the Divine Laws, and 
therefore this wondrous Empiric has invented 
a Sort of mock Succedaneum: He knew 
full well that, according to his impious Hy- 
2 there could be no ſuch Thing as the 

ear of the Lord among diſingenuous Minds; 
and therefore having deſtroy d this firſt Step 
to Wiſdom, he was under a Neceſſity of ſub- 
ſtituting ſomething elſe in its Stead. And 
therefore after he has, like the impudent Im- 
poſtors in the noble Science of Medicine, ha- 
rangued the open-mouth'd Populace in de- 
ſcribing the Virtues of that infallible Panacea 
he is going to put into their Hands, he aſ- 
ſures his Readers, that the Treaſure he preſents 
them with will be productive of every poſſi- 
ble Good, and guard them from every Evil, 
real or imaginary. And having beſpoke the 
Prejudice of his Readers by the moſt fulſom 
Titles of My honoured and my much ho- 
noured Brethren, ”” (ſee the Dedication) he 
bids them take Courage, and caſt away 17 

idle, 
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idle, fooliſh and ſervile Principle of Fear of 
the Lord, ſince, whatever God may threaten 
his Creatures, it is all nothing but mere empty 
unmeaning Menaces; for, to his certain Know- 
ledge, God never intends to puniſh ſo much 
as one ſingle individual Sinner, be his Crimes 
what they will, or how often ſoever repeated. 

This Man draws a very different Concluſion 
from that adorable Attribute of God's Mercy 
than what has hitherto been thought of: The 
general Opinion has been, that as Mercy is 
with God, He is upon that Account an Ob- 


ject of Fear, as well as of Love. And indeed 


it ſeems very natural, and but reaſonable that 
we ſhould fear that tremendous Being who is 
the ſole and great Diſpenſer of Mercy, and 
who alone hath Power to ſave and to deſtroy, 
to ſhew Mercy, or to execute Vengeance. — 
But this Theological Quack talks in a more 
lofty Stile, he is for utterly baniſhing what 
the great Maſter of human Nature calls the 
Beginning of Wiſdom, and leads his Diſciples 
to the End and Perfection of it all at once. 
And this Love of God which is, I preſume, 


not attainable to Perfection till that rapturous 


Moment when we ſhall be admitted to the 
glorious Viſion of the great Object of it, he 

aſſures his Readers, it would be the Product 
of his new Syſtem, if they will but ſwallow 


it down heartily. But the Author of this 


ſtrange Hypotheſis, ſeems to have been as ig- 


norant of the human Syſtem, as of the * 
| 0 
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of Man's Redemption. Man, in his preſent 
lapſed Condition, is not to be kept within the 
Bounds of Duty, without alarming his Fears, 
as well as enlivening his Hopes ; and though 
Fear is without all Peradventure a very laviſh 
fordid Paſſion, yet if we once utterly baniſh 
this Paſſion out of the human Mind, it is eaſy 
to conceive to what enormous Exceſs of Wick- 
edneſs the Generality of Men would run. — 
Diſingenuous Minds, which are, I fear, not a 
few, would never think of obſerving the Di- 
vine Laws, if they were not a little a en- 
ſive of being one Time or other called to a 
ſevere Account for their Neglect. Rewards 
and Puniſhments are univerſally allowed to be 
the two great Sanctions of Divine Laws; and 
take whether of the two you will away, you 
leave theſe Laws on that Side open, defence- 
leſs and expoſed. If we deprive Religion of 
her generous and inviting Sanction, and ſnatch 
that glorious Diadem of eternal Felicity out of 
her right Hand, ſhe will never be able to win 
Men over effectually to her Service, with thoſe 
temporal Rewards of Riches and Honour which 
ſhe diſplays in her Left. For notwithſtanding 
the Ways of this lovely Queen, Virtue, Wiſ- 
dom, Religion, or by whatever divine Title 
we call her, are Ways of Pleaſantneſs, and all 
her Paths are Peace, yet this is a Truth known 
only to ſuch Men as have travelled in the glo- 
rious Path; it is a very arduous Taſk to pre- 
vail with others, who are utter Strangers to 

Virtue, 
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Virtue, to quit the pleaſing inchanted Road of 
Vice, and to turn into Virtue's Paths, which 
at firſt will ſeem a little crooked and intricate 
to the lazy ſupine Sinner. Religion muſt aſ- 
ſure her Votaries of. ſome other, and more ſo- 


lid Joys, as a ſure Reward of their Obedience 


to her Mandates, than thoſe which fall to the 
good Man's Lot in this preſent unequal State 
of Things. For though it has been fo often 
inſiſted upon, that Virtue is its own Re- 
ward, yet more have ſaid it, than ſeem, 
by their Conduct, to have thought it. For 
it is to be feared, that no very conſiderable 
Numbers would ſincerely eſpouſe the Cauſe 
of Virtue, præmia fi tollas. For notwithſtand- 
ing this blooming celeſtial Virgin has native 
Charms enow to attract the Eyes of all Be- 
holders, yet if ſhe brings no Dower in her 
Hand, her mercenary Admirers ſoon look u 

on her with a cool indifferent Aſpect. But 
then theſe temporal Rewards of Virtue being, 
as Things generally happen in this preſent 
State, neither equally diſtributed, nor in them- 
ſelves great enough to engage the Bulk of 
Mankind in her Intereſt, hence it is that the 


_ Sanction of future Eternal Happineſs becomes 


abſolutely neceſſary, in order to encourage all 


God's Creatures to Obedience, by holding out 


a glorious Diadem, in Compariſon of which, 
the greateſt earthly Empire is a mere contemp- 
tible Bubble. Indeed this Sanction of the Di- 
vine Law Men are not all averſe to; for as it 

is 
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is ſo much for their Intereſt, ſo they are the 
more readily diſpoſed to believe it. But then, 
though Men will allow it to be very reaſon- 
able in the Supreme Being to reward his Crea- 
tures as much as he pleaſes, though they think 
the moſt conſummate Bliſs, is no more than 
what their little Services may well demand, 
et they wont 4 that the moſt atrocious 
Impieties, a thouſand Times repeated, boaſted 
of, and perſevered in to the very Minute of 
Death, can make the Delinquent an Object of 
the other Sanction of God's Laws, (vigz.) Fu- 


tute eternal Miſery. For that there is a Set 


of hardned invincible Wretches, who not on- 
ly commit the moſt enormous Crimes, but 
even glory and triumph in their Guilt to the 
laſt, is a Fact too notorious; and ſtill the 
Author of Heaven open to all Men, &c.” 
is not afraid to tell the World, That all theſe 
incorrigible Wretches ſhall, the Moment they 
die, enter into eternal Glory. The national 
Miſchiefs which this infernal Opinion has pro- 
duced in the Space of the three preceeding 
Years (it being, as well as I remember, ſo 
long ſince Heaven open, &c.” was made 
5 are felt by many, and acknowledged 
by all. But what is pretty extraordinary, 
though the fatal Effects of inculcating ſuch a 
deſtructive Opinion are ſeen, acknowledged, 
and lamented, not only by private Perſons, 
but by the great Legiſlature itſelf; yet no En- 
quiry, that I know of, has been made con- 
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the Notion advanced in it was too groſs, and 
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cerning the Cauſe of ſuch a ſudden Encreaſe 
of Immorality, nor any Remedy propoſed in 
order to prevent the deadly Contagion from 
ſpreading any farther. 'That none of the great 
Perſonages in Church or State have ever ſeen 
the pernicious Book that has fo viſibly hurt 
the Morals of the People, is, as I have already 
obſerved, not to be ſuppoled : And I app 

hend the chief Reaſon why none of thoſe 
Gentlemen who have read it, have thought it 
worth their while to give any public Anſwer 
to this impious Collection of Blaſphemy and 
Nonſenſe, might be on a Preſumption that 


too big with Abſardities to make any conſide- 
rable Number of Proſelytes. Indeed, from 
the Surface of the Thing, ſo any reaſonable 
Man would conclude; and to every Scholar, 
or ſenſible Reader, this poiſonous Book brings 
its own Antidote along with it : But had theſe 
Gentlemen been pleaſed to recollect, how many 
Readers there are of a different Complection, 
Men who will greedily ſwallow down the 
groſſeſt Blaſphemy, and the moſt palpable 
Nonſenſe that preſents them with ſome dar- 
ling Principle, upon which they may go on 
in Vice without any unmannerly Checks of 
Conſcience ; and had they withal conſidered, 


that the Pamphlet we are ſpeaking of, is pure- 
ly adapted to the Taſte and Genius of ſuch 


Readers, then I am perſuaded ſome of our 
learned Advocates of Religion would, before 
** this 
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this time, have obliged the World with a full 
Confutation of a pretended Syſtem, which, if 
ſuffered to advance, will, in the very Nature 
of Things, be the utter Subverſion of the 
State. But as no public Notice, at leaſt that 
I ever heard of, has been yet taken of this 
deſtructive Syſtem, I have preſented the 
World with the following Work, in which 
the tremendous Sanction is placed in fo full a 
Light, as does not, I humbly truſt in God, 
either - abuſe his Mercy or injure his Juſtice. 
Theſe are two moſt dangerous Errors, being 
the Scylla and Charybdis that environ the aw- ; 
ful Subject; and great Caution is required, leſt 
by over ſtudiouſly endeavouring to avoid the 
one, we be not inadvertently ſwallowed up in 
the other. And what makes Men fo liable 
to fall into one or other of theſe Errors, ſome 
injuring the divine Juſtice, others God's darl- 
ing Attribute, is owing, I am perſuaded, in 
ſome meaſure, to Mens different Complections. 
A Man of a choleric vindictive Temper, is 
apt to deſcribe the Almighty as a Being moſt 
rigorouſly Juſt, and moſt ſeverely exact to 
„mark, and to puniſh'whatever is done amiſs. 
=o And on the other Hand, a Perſon of an eaſy, 
compaſſionate, and forgiving Diſpoſition, who 
the more he is injured, the more he is yield- 
ing, will repreſent the Deity all Forbearance 
and Long-ſuffering; a Being whoſe Mercy is 
too great to puniſh, and too vaſt and bound- 
leſs not to be eternally extended, even to _ 
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Objects as continue to the laſt to flight and 
abuſe it. Now both theſe Errors are greatly 
injurious to the Divine Being, and in their 
conſequence productive of many fatal Miſchiefs 
to the Cauſe of Virtue and ſound Religion. 
And though the laſt is apt to beſpeak our Pre- 
judice, as proceeding from a more amiable 
Diſpoſition, yet it would be childiſh, not to 


ſay worſe, in a Matter of ſuch infinite Impor- 


tance, to give way to an Error, becauſe it is 
the Reſult of a miſtaken Tenderneſs. All 
Errors are, if poſſible, to be carefully avoided, 
and none are ſo likely to ſpread and enſnare, 


as thoſe which are ſeemingly the Effect of a 
humane and compaſſionate Diſpoſition. But 


let Errors proceed from whom, or whatever 
Cauſe they will, it is the Part of every prudent 
Man to guard againſt them, and to take more 
than ordinary Caution, how he gives; credit to 
any Thing which puts on a fair outſide Ap- 
pearance in order to deceive the Credulous and 


Unwary. Of this very Stamp is that ſmooth 


* Conlolatory Syſtem,” which aſſures all the 
Deſcendants of Adam that they ſhall be eter- 
nally happy without Exception, and without 
any one Condition of Obedience and Good 
Works. To give any particular Anſwer to 
this new Syſtem, by following the Author, 
through every impious Paſſage, I deemed an 
Undertaking infinitely beneath me: For as 
ſuch a particular Anſwer would have ſubject- 
ed one to have dealt very largely in Quota- 

8 tions 
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tions out of this infamous Tract, it would 
conſequently, by this means, have been de- 
tailing out this Man's impious Abſurdities a- 
broad into the World: And in all probability 
this Author's Objections againſt the tremen- 
dous Sanction, would have been remembered 

with great Care, while the Anſwers, though 

ever ſo pertinent, would have been eaſily for- 1 

gotten. Inſtead therefore of preſenting the 

World with a particular Anſwer to this hope- 

ful Conſolatory Syſtem,” I have gone as far 

as I was able, to the Bottom of this awful 

Subject. I have ſhewn not only the Certain- 

ty, but even the abſolute Neceſſity of the tre- 

mendous Sanction, as to ſome particular Ob- 

jects, though I truſt in the Author of Mercy, 

theſe Objects of eternal Wrath are not ſo nu- 

merous as fiery vindictive Zealots have all 

along ſuppoſed them. And as the commonly 

received Opinion concerning the great Num- 

ber of the Damned, has brought the very Doc- 

trine itſelf into utter diſcredit, I have endea- 

voured in the following Work to clear up this 

/&\ intricate and moſt intereſting Affair: I have 

made it my moſt ſerious and moſt diligent 

Study, to ſet the tremendous Doctrine in its 

proper Light, fo as to ſecure it from the Abuſe 

of the furious Zealot on the one Hand, and the 

| avowed Contempt and Diſbelief of the Infi- 

| del on the other. I have, unleſs I am a very 

Stranger to my own Heart, which God knows 

is no new Thing, ſteered with the moſt con- 

5 E 3 {cientious 
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ſcientious Steadineſs and Circumſpection, be- 
tween thoſe two adorable Attributes of God, 
his Mercy and his Juſtice. I have in no one 
Inſtance, that I know of, magnified the one, 
(a Practice too common) at the Expence of the 
other. Or if, peradventure, I may have un- 
warily tript in this dangerous ſlippery Path, I 
am perſuaded it has never been to the leaſt Di- 
minution of the darling Attribute. I have all 
along aſſerted the divine Mercy in its greateſt 
Latitude; and for my own, and every Sinner's 
Sake, I wiſh God's Mercy as extenſive as the 


- moſt forgiving, tender, and compaſſionate Mind 


can poſſibly paint it. Neither am I altogether 
ſure, whether, from the Light in which I have 
repreſented the divine Mercy, I ſhall not draw 
upon myſelf the moſt bitter Outcries of all 
thoſe gloomy vindictive People, who are more 
actuated by an ignorant outrageous Zeal, than 
by the true Spirit of Candor and univerſal Be- 
nevolence, But I ſhall give myſelf very little 
Uneaſineſs about the groundleſs Cenſures of 
theſe furious Inquiſitors. I have been long 
ſince convinced, that Ignorance and Zeal are 
one — and Truth and genuine Chriſti- 
anity another. Genuine Chriſtianity is what 


I have all along, in the enſuing Tract, moſt 
carefully endeavoured to keep in my Eye. 
And that I have not miſrepreſented it in any 
eſſential or material Point, I the rather hope, 
becauſe to my ſincere Endeavours have been 
Joined repeated Applications to the Author © 
N 


— 


N 
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11 
all Wiſdom, that He would not ſuffer me to 
ad vance any one ſingle Notion to the Injury of 
Truth, and of our moſt holy Religion, as 
founded in the ſacred Oracles, and free from 
the baſe heterogeneous Mixtures of human In- 
ventions. And as I have for ſome Years ſtu- 
diouſly kept aloof from the Crowd and Buſtle 
of the World, I have thereby been better en- 
abled to ſee what paſſed in it, and perhaps a 
little more at leiſure for Thought and Reflec- 


tion, than thoſe Gentlemen who are always 


engaged in the midſt of the Throng. But let 
not the Reader from hence conceive any Pre- 


judice againſt me, as if I was by Nature 


gloomy, and a Recluſe through Inclination : 
This is a Charge of which, I am perſuaded, 
my intimate Acquaintance will very readily 
acquit me. And were I only to conſult what 
is moſt pleaſant and moſt agreeable to my own 
natural Inclinations, I would never omit one 


ſingle Opportunity of joining in ſweet Society 


with my fellow Creatures. But then, when 
I began to recolle&, that the great Employ- 
ment in which I had moſt ſolemnly engaged 
was not a mere empty, unmeaning Profeſſion, 
but a Science, and a Science too that abſolutely 
requires an intimate Acquaintance with many 
others, and a general Knowledge of all, I was 
ſoon convinced that no Time was to be loſt by 
a Man of a Profeſſion that, in its full Extent, 
takes in almoſt every Branch of human Learn- 
ing. For though it is no Sort of Deſect in 

e the 
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the Gentlemen of the long Robe to be igno- 
rant of Aſtronomy, nor any Impeachment upon 
the Judgment of the Phyſician, becauſe he 
may be entirely unacquainted with the Law 
of Nations, yet if the Divine has not a general 
Knowledge in theſe, and every other Branch of 
uſeful Literature, he will never be able to 
comprehend the true Import of ſeveral Paſ- 
ſages in the ſacred Code, much leſs to explain 


the Scriptures to the unlearned, and leaſt of all 
to defend them againſt the ſtudied Objections 


of thoſe little Demi-Philoſophers, which, as a 
very * judicious Divine has lately obſerved, — 


They are ever ready to throw out; pleaſing 
e themſelves that they have diſcovered in the 
* Scriptures ſome Inconſiſtencies with the pre- 
* ſent Syſtems, and from thence arguing 


e againſt their divine Original.” 


I ſhould not have made this Digreſſion (if 
ſuch it ſhould be deemed) but in order to obvi- 


ate ſome very fatal Miſtakes, which are equally 


dangerous to the State as well as to the Church. 
One is, that abſurd Opinion that God will al- 
ways defend his own Religion, and ſecure it 
from the Attacks of all its Adverſaries, with- 
out the Aid and Aſſiſtance of human Learning, 
This I am confident is more than God has any 
where been pleaſed to declare; or if he has, 


it would be difingenuouſly tempting the Al- 


mighty, by laying him perpetually under a 
| | Neceſſity 


* Dr Fenner, in his Sermon at the Conſecration of 
the Biſhop of St Davids, January 28. 1753. 
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[73] 
Neceſſity of : miraculouſly interpoſing in the 
Preſervation and Defence of his Religion, that 
the Profeſſors and public Advocates of Chriſti- 
anity might be under no Sort of Neceſſity of 
ſtudying the ſacred Oracles, in order to under- 
ſtand, explain, and defend the great intereſt- 
ing truths of revealed Religion. We are in- 
deed aſſured by divine Authority, that there 
will, even to the final Diſſolution of the 
World, be a viſible Chriſtian Church, and that 


neither the Subtilty nor Malice of impious 


Men, nor all the united Force of evil Spirits, 
ſhall ever be able to prevail againſt it: But it is 
no where ſaid, either by Chriſt or his Apoſtles, 
that this viſible Church ſhall always remain in 
this, or that particular Country.or Nation. The 
Author of Chriſtianity has left us no Aſſurance 


that his Church ſhall always be viſible in Eng- 


land, France, or Italy. This divine Candle- 
ſtick has, it is too notorious, been often re- 
moved from one Nation to another; and in 
thoſe Countries where the Goſpel was firſt 
planted, there is, God knows, little more left 
of pure Chriſtianity, than the unmeaning Title. 
And notwithſtanding it is yet the Happineſs of 
Britain to have the free Enjoyment ot the Goſ- 
pel, and perhaps the neareſt in Purity to the 
primitive Standard of any other viſible Part of 
the Chriſtian Church, ſtill who dare affirm that 
Providence will always continue to this Land 
the pure Light of the Goſpel, without the In- 
tervention of human Learning, or any other 
F rational 
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rational Means, whereby to ſecure our moſt 
holy Faith from the refined Subtilty, and Ma- 
lice of its moſt inveterate Oppoſers? And 
ally ridiculous is that vulgar Error, which 
aſſerts, That fo long as the Church continues 
to be ſupported by the State, and ſupplied 
with fixed yearly Stipends, and ample Reve- 
nues for the Maintenance of its Miniſters, ſo 
long ſhe will triumph againſt all her Adver- 
faries, and never want a regular Succeſſion of 
Men to eſpouſe her Intereſt. There is indeed 
little Doubt to be made, but that fo long as 
the Church can amply provide for its Minif- 
ters, ſo long there will be Men at all Times 
ready enough to thruſt themſelves into her 
Service. And it is much to be lamented, that 
the Church is not-provided with more ample 
Stipends than ſhe is, or at leaſt that it is not 
practicable for her to diſtribute her Emolu- 
ments in ſome ſuch more equitable Propor- 
tions, as not to ſuffer Numbers to ſtarve 
that are daily engaged in her Service, while 
others are greedily monopolizing her Favours, 
that they may roll along Life in Eaſe and 
Vadolence uninterrupted. But ſtill, were it poſ- 
fible for the Church to gratify all her Miniſ- 
ters with the moſt affluent Subſiſtence, it is 
much to be doubted whether this would not, 
at long Run, turn out to her Diſadvantage, or 
at beſt it would make very little for the In- 
tereſt of ſound Religion. It is frequently one 
Thing to promote the Cauſe of the Church, 


and 
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and another to advance the Intereſt of genuine 
Chriſtianity. And though it is impoſſible, hu- 


manly ſpeaking, for the Church to ſubſiſt with- 


out the Support and Protection of the State, 
yet were the State to endow the Church with 
ten times the Revenues ſhe is at preſent poſ- 
ſeſſed of, it is much to be feared whether this 
would be attended with any laſting Advantage 
to the Cauſe of Chriſtianity, much leſs would 
it, as is pretended, ſet the Church above all 
Danger. We need not look back many Cen- 
turies for a convincing Proof to the contrary; 
and we are taught from the Conduct of the 
Eccleſiaſticks of thoſe Times, that the greateſt 
Affluence and Power in the Church, cannot 
bear its Miniſters out, or prevent them from 
utter Ruin. The public Advocates of Chriſ- 
tianity muſt call in ſome other Aids, befides 
thoſe of Wealth and Power, if they mean to 
ſecure either themſelves, or the Religion they 
teach, from Ridicule and Contempt. And 
as it is a rude and impious Affront againſt 
Heaven, and utterly ſhutting Providence out 
of the World, to ſuppoſe that the Church can 


never be in any great Danger ſo long as it has 


the Protection of the State, ſo on the other 
Hand, to maintain that God will always de- 
fend the Church, without the Intervention of 
any human Aids whatſoever, is tempting of 
Providence, and baſely betraying the Cauſe we 


are in Conſcience, Intereſt, and Duty obliged 


to defend. | 
| And 
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And there is another very common Mi- 
take concerning Chriſtianity, to the full as 
dangerous as thoſe already mentioned, v7z. that 
our moſt holy Religion will always defend it- 
ſelf, and wants no other Advocates to plead 
her Cauſe, but her own native Purity and 
Excellence. To be ſure Chriſtianity, as ſuch, 
is well able to defend itſelf, and wants nothing 
to recommend it to the Approbation of all 
Men, but its own great intrinſick Merits. But 
when we confider how often Chriſtianity is, 
by its avowed Enemies, miſrepreſented, and by 


its pretended Friends corrupted with human 


Inventions, does not our holy Religion, upon 
this Account, ſtand in need of a regular Suc- 
ceflion of able and fincere Advocates, to aflert 
and defend her genuine Doctrines, to ſhew 
the World which are, and which are not ne- 
ceſſary Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, what 


thoſe Duties are which this Religion lays the 


greateſt Streſs upon, and by this Means to 
contradiſtinguiſh the primitive Truths of the 
Goſpel, from thoſe various Corruptions which, 
from Time to Time, have been foiſted into 
the Chriſtian Church by over-officious and 


_ defigning Men? And when theſe Matters are 


ferioufly conſider'd, we ſhall be fully convinced 
that Chriſtianity, ever ſince it was deprived of 
miraculous Atteſtations, has need of all the 
Aids its Advocates can adminiſter, in order to 
ſecure it from the various Attacks of evil- 
minded and diſputatious Men. Nor can any 
Had; RS. Thing 
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Thing ſo fatally. betray the Cauſe of Truth, 


as the miſtaken Conſtruction of that common 
Adage, Magna eſt Veritas, & prævalebit, from 


whence it is concluded, that Truth being fo 

irreſiſtibly great and powerful, it muſt, and will 
always prevail. But alas! if we expect to ſee 
Truth victorious, we muſt. ſhift the Scene, 


and attend this celeſtial Virgin to thoſe divine 
Abodes from whence ſhe derives her fair Ori- 


ginal ; for it is too well known, that in this 


World ſhe is frequently Brow-beaten, oppreſſ- 
ed, and vanquiſhed. Hence therefore it is 


evident, that the Cauſe of Truth; or Chriſtia- 


nity,: being indeed both the ſame; muſt, as 
Matters ſtand at preſent, be ſupported by ſome 
other Arguments than thoſe which reſult from 
the Conſideration; of the Practice of Chriſtia- 
nity being, in itſelf, oo of Mens tem- 
poral Happineſs. For though it is an eaſy 
Matter to prove, that it is every Man's preſent 
Intereſt to cloſe in with Virtue and Religion, 
on Account of the many temporal Advantages 
generally attending a virtuous Life, yet it is 
too notorious how little Effect any Arguments 


drawn from this Quarter can produce in looſe 


and diſingenuous Minds. Neither can Num- 
bers of Men be reclaimed from Vice, though 
they both ſee, and even feel by woful Expe- 


rience, the ſad Train of Miſeries inſeparably 
annexed to a wicked diſſolute Life. And leaſt 
of all are we enabled to reclaim the World, by 
taking into the Argument thoſe future 12 
( Wnlc 
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which are molt aſſuredly laid up in Store for 
the greateſt of Sinners, that will but forſake the 
Error of their Ways, and, in Time, ſincerely 
return unto their heavenly Father, in unfeigned 
Humility and Contrition of Soul. Neither 
have all theſe Arguments in favour of Virtue, 
received much additional Strength (I mean 
with reſpect to the unthinking and diſſolute 
Part of Mankind) from the repeated Interpo- 


fitions of Providence, ſo eminently diſplay'd 


Abhorrence of Vice. — 1 the 
Supreme Being, (as wi in the enſui 
Treatiſe) —— ſo — — of thi 
Kind, has tried to win upon his Creatures by 
all theſe united Arguments, and repeated a 
thouſand Times over ev flible temporar 
Expedient to reclaim — Ofendeg 
yet there have been, in all Ages of the World, 
and now are, ſome People of ſuch invincible 
Perverſneſs, as to be deaf to every Call. God's 
Juſtice they utterly defy, and his Mercy they 
for ever abuſe: And by ſo doing they reduce 
the Almighty to this unavoidable Dilemma, 
either to have recourſe to eternal Torments, 
fince all tem Puniſhments are ineffectual, 
or elſe to ſuffer his darling Attribute to be 
ſlighted and abuſed to all Eternity. For I 
know of no Alternative, but that of the invin- 
cible Sinner's total Annihilation, the Abſurdity 
of which ftrange Notion will be ſhewn in its 
proper Place. RES a n IAG: 
So 
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So that upon the Reſult of this Matter we 
muſt be convinced, that there are ſome ſuch 
unhappy obſtinate Minds, as are no other Ways 
to be awaken'd and rouſed from the fatal Pil- 
low of Sin and Voluptuouſneſs, than by alarm- 
ing their Fears, and by urging fuch / 
as Men cannot poſſibly be deaf to, unleſs they 
have utterly cancell'd the primary Laws of 
Nature, vis. Self-Preſervation, Abhorrehce of 
Pain, and the inbred Love and Tenderneſs for 
their own Frame. Here then the tremertdous 
Sandton ſteps in to the Support of the Divine 
Laws, and by this Terror of the Bord, the Ad- 
vocates of Chriſtianity are both alarm'd them- 
ſelves, and more powerfully enabled to awaken 
and reclaim the moſt ſecure. and unthinking 
Sinner. This Argument, as the Reader is well 
apprized, is the Subject of the following Work: 
And I believe he will find it all along 
ed under proper Reſtrictions, the Truth of it 
freely debated, and the various Objections fully 
ſtated, and briefly anſwer d. And that I might 
not be thought, by the Oppoſers of R 
Religion, to have paid too fervile a Regard to 
a Book which ſo much offends them, I have 
not reſted the nga tremendous Doc- 
trine wholly u particular Paſſages in 
eee ben Un awfll Truth is revealed; 
but I have alſo deduced the Neceſſity of this 
Doctrine from a great Variety of Facts, and 
ſhewn from the Conduct of human Nature, in 
different Ages of the World, that there _ 
| n 


| 
| 
| 
| 


_ — — — 1 2 a 


— e — — — um 
— — — LN ů ˙* ͥ VB a2 2 2 —— — * > T 
— — — 2 — — — 8 — — - _ * — 22 _—_ p 2 ag * 
— ” - — — ** — * 
* - : . Þ 


U 
ry 


[ 80] 


been ſome Men proof againſt every temporary 


Expedient which infinite Wiſdom could de- 
viſe. I am however well aware that the Op- 
poſers of this Doctrine will: be ready enough 
to ſay, that theſe, many of them, are only Facts 
recorded in the Bible, and that the Hiſtory of 

that ſtubborn People the Jeu, is nothing to 


the Purpoſe. - Well, as to the Facts related in 


the Bible, I hope they are not to be rejected 
purely upon that Account. Surely the ſacred 
Code may claim the common Privilege of 
other hiſtorical Writings, eſpecially if its Au- 
thenticity can be as fully proved. And to 


imagine that the Hiſtory of the Jes is no- 


thing to the Purpoſe, is ſomething pretty ex- 
traordinary, becauſe whoever will attentively 
conſider the Hiſtory of this People, will find 
it not only an hiſtorical Narrative of that par- 
ticular Race of Men, but a true prophetick 
Deſcription of the invincible Perverſneſs of hu- 


man Nature in all after-Apes:: And the Read- 


er of the Fewwiſh Story, : whoever he is, muſt 
be more obſtinately blind than the Jews them- 
ſelves, if in their Stubbornneſs he cannot diſ- 
cover a true Picture of ſome harden'd and 
irreclaimable Chriſtians. And as God was 
pleaſed to ſelect the Jes out of the Reſt of 
Mankind, ſo one, amongſt many other wiſe 
Reaſons for ſo doing, was in them to try as 
it were Experiments upon human Nature, 
in order to convince both the Jes, and all 
after-Ages which ſhould read their Hiſtory, 

9 : that 


3 — — 
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that there may be Men of ſuch incorrigible 


Stubbornneſs, as not to be reclaimed by any 
Expedient which even Omnipotence itſelf can 
2 uſe of in this preſent Life. And there- 
fore is not this at leaſt a negative Demonſtra- 
tion, that theſe Men muſt be Objects of ſome 


future Puniſhments? And as to theſe future 


Torments, whatever they may be in Kind, or 
in Greatneſs, ſtill if they ſhould be once whol- 


ly remitted,” it is much to be feared whether 


the Objects of them would not again abuſe 
the divine Mercy, after they found the Rod 


of correcting Juſtice was once laid down. But 


as this is ſo fully debated inthe Courſe of this 


Subject, it may not be ſo proper to anticipate. 


Nor would I have treſpaſſed ſo long upon oy 


Readers Patience in this Introductory Diſcourſe, 


only to give them a general Notion of the fol- 
lowing Treatiſe, and of the great Importance 
of the Subject to the very Exiſtence of the 


State as well as the Church. 


I once had Thoughts of taking into my 
Argument, as an additional Weight, the Sen- 
timents of profane Writers; for it is an eaſy 
Matter to prove from Pagan Theology that 
the Torments of the Damned were ſuppoſed 
eternal. For that this was the — 
ceived Opinion (whatever might be the pri- 
vate Sentiments of ſome double dealing Men, 
who taught one thing and believed another) is 
evident, I think, from the very Imagery un- 


der which the Sufferings of the Wicked are all 
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along painted. Whodpes not ſee the eternity 
of — Torments plainly N out in thoſe 


various Deſcriptions which the Pagan Writers 
have given of theſe Tortures? What leſs, for 
Inſtance, than an eternal Duration can be 
meant by the Puniſhment of Sy{yphas, and 
that of the cruel Siſters? Sy/yptus, we are 
told, was to have no Intermiſſion, till he could 
make a ſmooth * round Ball ſtand ſtill upon a 
ſeep inclined Plain; nor the Danards find the 
leaſt Reſpite, till they had filled a + perforated 
Hogſbead with Water; both which Taſks, it 
is well-known, are, in the very Nature of 
Things, abſolutely impoſſible. But as ſome 
ſort of Men — have looked upon all theſe 
corroborating Proof as mere Fable and Poetic 
Fiction, — was determined, upon more mature 
8 to borrow very little from Pagan 
Theology; leſt, perchance, wy calling -in _ 
a\ſtance of Heathen Mythel 1 1 
ſeem to diſtruſt a much better — cat 
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5 Non exu erabile fan AY x | 
: "NS Gron: III. Lin. 39. 
If the Reader is at Leiſure to confult the XIth of Ha- 


mer's Odyſfes, he will find fuch a Deſcription of SH 


his inceſſant Labour, as will make him imagine he hears, 
the Stone tumbling down the hideous Precipice, and ſees - 


the poor breathleſs Wretch forced to renew' the endleſs 


| I wan f Limbs a panting Heart. 7 ha? | 


f; Et Daa ptoles Fendi is quod numina. Jeſter. x. 
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cava Lethæas dolia 3 aquas. a E 
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the tremendous Doctrine, as if it could be no 
other Ways proved, than by being beholden 
to the Authority of Heathen Writers and Poe- 
tical Fables. In order therefore to guard againſt 
this Exception, I have quitted my firſt Deſign; 
and I hope my doing fo will be no Diſappoint- 
ment to any of my Readers, unleſs thoſe Gen- 
tlemen who like to ſee every Page in an Au- 
thor garniſhed with the perpetual Flowers and 
Ever-greens of Greece and Italy, though they 
have paſſed through ſo many Hands, as to 
have loſt, in a great Meaſure, their original 

Fragrancy. And that the Subject of the tre- 
— = — 7 not be — diſte- 
garded by the polite Reader, upon a Su 

fie of ts Glocmineſs, I have — Dias 
a kind of hiſtorical Form, and ranged it in ſuch 
a Manner, as not to require ſuch a rigid and 
uninterrupted Attention throughout the whole, 
but what one Section only, may be read at a 
Time, without any abſolute Neceſſity of go- 
ing to the next. Every particular Section is, 
in one Senſe, a kind of ſeparate Diſcourſe, hav- 
ing either an Argument or Illuſtration diſtinct 
from the reſt, and naturally ariſing from thoſe 

hiſtorical Facts which it reeites. 
And throughout the whole Progreſs of this 
hiſtorical Narrative, one Rule is carefully ob- 
ſerved, iz. never to confound the facred 
Story, by applying to all the Deſcendants of 
Adam what is only meant of ſome, From 
the Baniſhment of Cain, the World was di- 
OO. vided 
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vided into two diſtin Houſes, which un- 
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happy Diviſion continued in all ſucceeding 
Ages. And upon this Account it will be im- 
poſſible to underſtand the ſacred Hiſtory, with- 
out carefully diſtinguiſhing betwixt theſe op- 


pn Houſes. Accordingly, I have all along 


ept this Diſtinction in view. The two origi- 
nal Houſes were thoſe of Seth and Cain. In 
the firſt, religious Worſhip of the true God, 
was, for a long Time, very faithfully retained. 
The other either had no Sort of Religion at 
all, or at beſt it was fatally corrupted : | Theſe 
two Houſes continued till the general Deluge, 
when the abandoned Houſe of Cain was ut- 
terly deſtroyed, not ſo much as one ſingle Soul 
ſurviving the hideous Ruin, 'The Houſe of 
Seth ſtill ſurvived in Noah; but immediately 
after the Flood there was a ſad Defection in the 
Houſe of Seth, as preſerved in Noah, by one 
of Noah's own Family, that Monſter of Pro- 
faneneſs, wicked Ham. And as before the 
Flood the impious Deſcendants of Cain were 
always at Enmity with the true Believers-in the 
Houſe of Seth; fo Ham, after the utter Ex- 
tinction of the Houſe of Cain by the Deluge, 
revived the Quarrel, and with the moſt im- 


pious and inveterate Hatred put himſelf at the 
Head of a Party in Oppoſition to his venerable 


Father. Afterwards, the two Houſes were 


that of Shem, in the Line of Heber, from 


whom Abraham deſcended; and that of Ca- 


naan, the Son of wicked Ham. The Houſe 
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of Shem, in the Line of Heber, faithfully pre- 
ſerved a Senſe of true Religion, and paid di- 
vine Honours to none but the one ſupreme 
God, at leaſt not till a little before Abraham's 
Separation. After Abraham was called out of 
Haran, the Worſhippers of the true God are 
to be reckoned in Abrabam's Houſe; and the 
Hebrews, (Deſcendants of Heber in the Line of 
 Abraham,) became a ſelect People, and differ- 
ent from all other Nations under Heaven. 
From thence the World was, (when ſpeaking 
of Religion, )- divided into Worſhippers of the 
living God, and blind Adorers of dumb Idols. 
The firſt confined to the Hebrews, afterwards 
called Fews, in contradiſtinction to the Gentile 
or Heathen World, in which Idolatry became 
as it were the eſtabliſned Religion. From 
Abraham to the Time of Rehoboam, the Jews 
may be conſidered as one entire Houſe; in 
which, though there were frequently very hot 
Contentions, yet it was not abſolutely rent in 
two till the Reign of Rehoboam, when ten 
Tribes fell off to Jeroboam the Son of Nebat. 
From thence forward there were two ſeparate 
Kingdoms in the Land of Paleſtine: One in 
the Houſe of David, the other in the Houſe of 
Ferobaam, till Baaſba of the Houſe of 1ſachar 
conſpired againſt Nadab his Son * at Gibbethon, 
* flew him, and reigned in his ſtead.” The 
Fewos then, upon the Revolt of the ten Tribes 
from the Houſe of David, are not only to be 
Is conſidered 


* Kings XV, 27, 28. 


86 
conſidered as a Nation diſtinct from all others, 
both in Religion and Polity, but'as two ſepa- 
rate Houſes or Kingdoms, and frequently at 
War with each other. And unleſs we care- 
fully 1 betwixt the Kings of Fudah 
and thoſe of TF-av/, and diligently compare 


ſhall neither be able to trace out the Line of 
the Meſſiah, that great — * Lion of 
the Tribe of Judab, nor to form any tolerable 
Judgment upon the true Import of ſeveral hiſ- 


torical i Paſſages in the ſacred Story. And as it 


is evident that, upon the Baniſhment of Cain, 
the World was divided into two different Par- 
ties, quite oppoſite to each other both in Re- 

ligious and Civil Matters, ſo ùnleſs we moſt 
diligently keep this Diſtinction of the two great 
Lines in view, vis. that of the Meſſiah from 
the Houſe of Seth down to Noab, from him 


to Abraham, from Abraham to holy David, 


and from thence downwards; and the other 
in the Lineof Anti-Chriſt, as we may not im- 


properly ſtile it, from Cain to the general De- 


luge; from thence revived in impious Ham, 
and from him extended to the Canaanites and 


other idolatrous Nations; unleſs, I fay, = 


Diſtinction be moſt carefully obſerved, 


ſhall unavoidably confound the Senſe of the fa 


ered Volume, and run headlong into man wy 
oreat Abſurdities, not to fay dangerous Mi 
HUN." And it- ſeems to have been owing to 
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Chronicles of one with thoſe of the other, we 
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this Overſight, that ſome Commentators of the 
Bible have run into ſeveral palpable Blunders, 
I ſhall only mention one uponSt Peter, Epiſt. II. 
Chap. ii. Verſe g. where, in order to account for 


Neab's being the eighth perſon inter /eftatores 
Jufatie, ddam is excluded a0 tranſgreſſione m, 


and Lamech ob duplex lumicidium, not conſider- 
ing that this“ Lamech the Homicide was in 
the Line of Cain, and quite a different Perſon 
from the other Lamech in the Houſe of Seth, 
who; was the Father of Noah and a Prophet. 
This Miftake the 1 Author of the | Synop/is 
quotes out of Zegerius; and what 1s'molt ſur- 
prizing is, that this confounding the to La- 
| mechs ſhould eſcape the Notice of fo diſcerning 
1 2 Critic as Pao moſt undoubtedly was. But 
that I might nat err in this Point, I have, 
throughout the hiſtorical Part of the following 
Treatiſe, carefully diſtinguiſhed between the 
Line of the Meſſiah and that from the Houſe 
of Cain, that my Readers might all along 
know what Company they were in; and that 
being beforehand apprized of the different Com- 
plexions of the two oppoſite Parties, they 
might thereby be enabled to form a better 
Judgment upon the Subject laid before them. 
For as the Offering which J here make to the 
L Public is upon a Subject of the moſt ſolemn 
2 and intereſting Nature, I thought it my Duty 
4 59% HMM Toy 07510715 on rd 
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to introduce it into the World in the cleareſt 
Light I was able, and more eſpecially ſo, fince 
an -avowed Diſbelief of the tremendous Doc- 
trine is ſaid to be daily gaining Ground in this 
Nation, Nor need we much wonder at the 
Matter, till thoſe Writers are ſilenced who 
roundly deny the tremendous. Sanction, and 
tempt the People to commit the moſt ſhock- 


ing Crimes OR aſſuring them no 
Harm can come of it. Till therefore this de- 
ſtructive Opinion is removed, it will be in vain 
for the Church to preach, or the State to pu- 
niſh. The Exhortations of one will be ridi- 
culed, and the Puniſhments of the other de- 
fied; becauſe if capital, ſo much the better for 
the Delinquent,” foraſmuch as he' will thereby 
be rid of a miſerable Life, and ſent at once into 
the Regions of eternal Happineſs. To what 
Purpoſe then will it be, to exhort Men to for- 
fake their Crimes in order to avòid that future 
Puniſhment denounced againſt impenitent Sin- 
ners, when they are made to believe that there 
is no ſuch Thing in Nature, but that, on the 
contrary, eternal Happineſs will be the ſure 
Lot of all Men. 2 20  ydo!: itt 
This is the Treatment Divinity meets with 
at preſent, this is the Conſtruction put upon 
that pure and moſt ny Religion, which is 
meant to make Men virtuous, and then, 
but not before, to reward them with eternal 
Felicity. I am perſuaded that if ſuch Indi” 
nity was offered againſt the other two public 
Perofeſſions, 
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Profeſſions,” as Theology (and I may juſtly add 
Virtue and good Senſe) receives from the fore- 

ing Aſſertion, the worthy and learned Mem- 

rs of each would ſoon exert a commendable 
Zeal in the juſt Defence of their reſpective Sci- 
ences. For ſuppoſe the Gentlemen learned in 
the Law, after they had ſpent all their Labours 
and Study in clearly ſtating and explaining the 
Meaning of penal Laws in general, ſhewing 
the abſolute Neceſſity of capital Pnniſhments 


for ſuch and ſuch Offences, with the great 


Utility of theſe capital Puniſhments to the 
Community; ſuppoſe, I fay, that after all this, 
ſome little Pettifogger ſhould tell them, they 
might as well have ſaved themſelves all this 
needleſs Trouble, for to his certain Knowledge, 
the Legiſlature meant nothing by enacting thoſe 
Laws, and that the Sovereign never intended 
to put one of them in Execution, would they 


not be fired with a juſt Indignation at ſuch a 


falſe and impudent Aſſertion? Nor can I think, 

but that the other learned Body of Men, the 
College of Phyſicians, would, all to a Man, con- 
demn that ignorant Empiric to Bedlam, who 
ſhould pretend to confute Doctor Mead's Trea- 
tiſe on Poiſons, by confidently aſſerting there 
was no ſuch Thing as Poiſon of any Quality 
throughout the whole Maſs of Matter. But 
Religion daily receives. the rudeſt Indignities, 
and Virtue is hifled and laughed at, while the 
Wretches who do it are applauded and ca- 
reg!) {cf . pon ol 
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I have but one Thing more to appriſe = 
Readers of, which is, that whatever 1s ad- 
vanced in the following Treatiſe, is ſuppoſed to 
be addreſſed to Gentlemen who allow of firſt 
Principles, by which I mean ſuch Principles as, 
by a due Application of Reaſon, are common 
to all Men; amongſt which I would rank 
theſe following, viz. The Exiſtence of one 
eternal Being, the great firſt Cauſe of all 
Things; and that this great Supreme, not only 
fits at the Helm of his Creation, but that he 
alſo inſpects into the Conduct of all his ac- 
countable Creatures, and interpoſes whenever he 
ſees fit in the Government and Direction of hu- 

As to any Faults which the Reader may 
meet with in the Performance of the following 
Work, ſuch as needleſs Repetitions, want of 
Connection, and perhaps many other Inaccu- 
racies, I flatter myſelf he will look over theſe 
Defects with Candor, when he is acquainted 
that the Author has the Care of a very large 
Pariſh wholly upon himſelf, For as this muſt 
of courſe ſubject one to many Interruptions 


and unavoidable Avocations, it is hoped this 


will in ſome Meaſure atone for ſuch Imperfec- 
tions as may have eſcaped my own Notice. 
The Subject of this Work is of the laſt Im- 
portance; and as it is debated, if I know my- 
ſelf, with Freedom, Candor, and Sincerity, 
I beg of the great Searcher of Hearts, that it 
may be read with the ſame Spirit, And ſhould 


it, 
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it, through the kind Influence of Heaven, prove 
the happy Inſtrument of promoting the ſink- 


ing Cauſe of Virtue and ſound Religion, my 


End will be anſwered in making it public, 
and my Boſom will ever heave with PE 
to think that I did ſo. | 


De Exp of the INTRODUCTION. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


IN 5 fo ER an Objeftion which will, 

in all Probability, be made to this © InTRO- 
« DucTORY DISCOURSE” appearing in Public, 
unaccompanied by that Work: to which it mare 
than once refers, and ſpeaks Hit as of a Trea-- 
tiſe already printed; let the Reader be pleaſed 
to Notice, that it was at firſt my full Defign to 
publiſh the whole Work (confiſting of Four Books, 


with a Joort Diſcuſſion of that moſt firiking Quere 
of 
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if Mam 10 des 15 v4 0 "together ; bur 
that when I came to recollect how unpopular a 
Subject (thoughs one of the laſt Importance) Thad 
engaged in, I was willing, upon more nature 
Deliberation, to try what Reception the Public 
would pleaſe to give to my © INTRODUCTORY 
* DiscousE,” before I gave any expreſs Di- 
rections to my Printer how many Copies of the 
* "TREMENDOUS SANCTION - Impartially De- 
< bated, Cc.“ he ſhould work off: And 1 
hope no reaſonable Perſon will condemn my Cau- 
t10n. "For I am clearly perſuaded, that every 
ſenſiblcandid Man will think it enough for a. 
Perſon in a private Station to devote bis Time 
alone to the Service of Religion, and conſe- 
quently 70 the true Intereſt of the State, without 
ruining hi little Fortunes into tbe Bargai n. 41 
am determintd- however, tohave a ſmall Number | 
of Copies of © The TxemenDous SANCTION, 
© Se.” printed off at all Adventures: The Fit 
Book (containing a Survey of Human Nature in 
fame. of. the moſt. interefling Events, from tbe 
Formation of Adam dbun to the general De- 
luge will be. publiſhed next' Month; and the" 
other Three; with the Bee \ vg all's con- 
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